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AN  INTERESTING  LETTER  FROM  JAPAN 

WllV]S  the  foreifjn  breeds  of  poultry  were  iinj)orted 
into  tliis  country  for  the  first  time,  the  arts  of 
incubating  and  brooding  were  also  introduced 
and  practiced  after  the  manner  exactly  similar  to  the 
foreign  system.  While  we  were  trying  that  method  we 
began  to  modify  it  into  such  a  contrivance  as  best  suited 
our  climate,  conditions,  and  manner  of  living,  etc.  At 
last  some  of  our  poultry  raisers  devised  a  peculiar 
method  which  is  entirely  diflerent 
from  that  of  foreign  countries.  ^ 

I  am  now  intending  to  describe  this 
method  briefly  for  curiosity's  sake. 
This  new  method  is  quite  practicable 
and  is  pretty  well  adopted  in  Japan 
with  good  success.  We  use  the  oil  or 
gas  as  a  heat  generator  for  hatching 
purposes,  as  in  other  countries:  but  in 
this  new  method  of  brooding,  char- 
coal is  substituted,  owing  to  economy 
and  simplicity  of  construction  and 
usage  of  the  instrument.  The  char- 
coal for  this  use  is  made  of  its  powder 
mixed  with  some  adhesive  matters 
and  water,  moulded  or  patted  into  a 
round  shape  like  a  ball  nearly  two 
inches  in  iliameter,  and  dried  by  sun 
heat.  This  kind  of  charcoal  ball  is 
generally  used  by  our  low  class  people 
during  the  cold  season  at  night  to 
keep  their  feet  and  body  warm,  espe- 
cially for  weak  and  old  people.  This  j 
ball  fire  keeps  quite  a  long  time;  it  ' 
lasts  nearly  a  whole  long  winter  night 
when  the  ball  is  deeply  buried  in 
wood  ash  and  carefully  covered  with 
it.  This  material  was  utilized  l>y  chick 
growers  for  brooding  purpose  success- 
fully, and  is  now  prevailing  among 
many  professionals  as  well  as  am- 
ateurs. 

Now  for  the  operation  of  the  new 
method.  There  are  two  boxes  of  the 
same  si/.e  needed,  and  the  one  is  piled 
upon  the  other.  In  the  upper  box 
newly  hatched  chicks  are  kept  and  fed, 
while  in  the  lower  one  a  metalic  box 
is  placed  in  wliich  ignited  ciiarcoal 
balls  are  deeply  buried  in  ash.  By 
this  way  chicks  grow  well  by  gentle 
warmth  from  below,  and  its  floor  is 
always  kept  dry.  But  in  adopting 
this  method  we  must  take  proper  care 
to  avoid  the  tendency  to  weak  legs  or 
debility  caused  by  too  much  heating. 
To  get  rid  of  these  defects  I  have  devised  to  apply  the 
heat  from  above,  using  also  the  charcoal  fire,  but  in 
different  forms. 

There  is  a  singular,  yet  useful,  instrument  in  .Japan 
also  used  by  weak  or  aged  persons  during  the  winter 
either  to  protect  from  cold  or  to  soothe  pain  of  some 
parts  of  the  body.  This  instrument  is  very  often  used 
even  in  rich  families.  It  consists  of  a  metalic  box  or 
case  nearly  eight  inches  long,  three  inches  wide,  and 
two  inches  high.  Inside  of  it  there  is  a  piece  of  metal 
fixed  to  prevent  the  burning  of  a  thing  that  comes  in 
contact  with  it.    The  outside  of  the  instrument  is  per- 


forated with  many  holes  and  the  surface  is  covered  with 
velvet  or  flannel  to  mitigate  the  irritating  heat.  On  one 
end  of  this  case,  there  is  an  opening  provided  a  lid  to 
close  with,  through  which  the  ignited  rod  like  a  paper 
sack  packed  with  very  fine  charcoal  powder  can  be  in- 
serted, and  the  lid  is  put  on.  Then  it  is  to  be  wrapped 
up  or  covered  with  a  thick  cloth  so  as  not  to  loose  the 
heat  easily.  It  emits  genial  heat  through  the  holes  for 
a  day  or  night.  I  adopted  this  magic  instrument  to  be 
placed  upon  the  box  where  chicks  are  kept,  and  put  a 
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thick  cloth  folded  into  several  layers  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  heat.  There  i&  a  smaller  si/.e  of  this  in- 
strument which  can  be  carried  in  a  pocket  or  any  part 
of  the  body  under  the  dress,  either  to  warm  or  to  allay 
the  pain. 

Concerning  our  way  of  feeding  chicks  I  will  try  to 
pick  out  those  points  which  are  ditl'erent  from  your.s. 

1st.  The  grain  food  we  use  mostly  are  millet,  rice, 
barley,  wheat,  etc.  They  are  given  ground  or  crushed, 
either  soaked  in  a  simple  water  or  boiled  with  fish  scrap 
soup;  but  we  very  rarely  give  corn  meal. 


2d.  As  vegetable  food  we  use  plenty  of  green  leaves 
of  rape  kind  of  plants  resembling  partly  to  cabbage  and 
partly  to  lettuce,  which  are  widely  cultivated  through- 
out our  country  for  table  use.  These  greens  are  very 
finely  chopped  and  well  mixed  with  grain  meals  and 
carefully  hashed  and  boiled  fish  refuse.  All  these  sub- 
stances are  thoroughly  mixed  so  that  the  whole  mass 
looks  like  greenish  lumps,  especially  when  chicks  are 
fed  in  a  dry  way  absolutely  excluding  water.  Some  ex- 
perienced experts  believe  that  thorough  mixing  is  neces- 
sary for  inducing  appetite. 

3d.  Animal  matters  are  also  thought 
to  be  essential  ingredients  for  their 
stout  growth ;  but  it  is  very  seldom  we 
give  milk,  as  it  is  comparatively  dear 
in  this  country.  When  fiuid  animal 
substance  is  required,  we  substitute 
lish  soup  prepared  from  fish  refuse. 

-For  dry  animal  substances  we  prefer 
small  fishes  or  shrimps  to  other  ani- 
mal refuse  of  beast  or  fowl,  as  the 
former  are  thought  to  be  more  diges- 
tible for  the  delicate  organs  of  young 
chicks  in  one  respect,  and  cheaper 
and  more  easily  obtained  in  the  other. 

Among  all  kinds  of  animal  matters, 
the  most  popular  and  valued  substance 
as  excellently  high  nutritive  food  for 
chicks  is  eel's  head,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly rich  in  gelatinous  as  well  as  oily 
matters.  In  Japan,  eel's  head  can 
readily  be  gotten  almost  everywhere; 
because  the  ])eople  relish  it  as  a  very 
palatable  dainty,  when  cooked  in  very 
skilful  ways.  Our  chick  growers  be- 
lieve that  the  eel's  head  is  an  indis- 
pensable substance  for  (juick  and  vig- 
orous growth  of  young  chicks,  and 
they  unanimously  perceive  its  un- 
rivalled efficacy  for  the  vital  energy. 

As  to  the  box  where  chicks  are  kept, 
we  use  mostly  old  empty  boxes  in 
which  oil  cans  were  containeii.  One 
box  of  this  kind  can  accommodate 
twenty  -  five   or    thirty    chicks  just 
hatched ;  and  then  their  number  is 
gradually  diminished  week  after  week. 
This  box  is  placed  sideways,  and  in 
front  of  it  a  glass  plate  is  inserted, 
and  on  the  upper  part  of  it  there  is 
furnished  a  vent  or  a  small  window 
through  which  foul  air  is  let  out.  Ac- 
cording to  my  devise  only  one  box  is 
required,  and  the  construction  of  it  is 
entirely  difterent.    The  size  of  the  box 
is  twice  as  large  as  the  former,  and  a 
partition  is  made  on  one  third  of  the  length  of  the  box. 
In  the  smaller  room,  chicks  are  kept  at  night,  and  in 
the  larger  one  chicks  eat  and  run  about  during  the  day 
time.    Upon  the  smaller  room  of  the  box  the  heating 
apparatus  of  my  devise  is  placed,  while  on  the  remaining 
part  of  it  a  thin  porous  Japanese  paper  is  spread  out  like 
a  ceiling  over  a  wire  netting.    Tpon  the  floor  of  the  box 
should  be  somekind  of  matting  to  keep  it  clean.  For 
this  purpose,  some  thick  and  coarse  cloth  is  used,  which 
is  to  be  changed  every  morning  and  evening  with  a 
dry  clean  one. 
Instead   of   thread    woven   stuH's  I  substituted  a 
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bamboo  woven  aiatting,  especially  made  for  this  pur- 
pose; and  it  is  much  easier  to  keep  the  floor  clean  by 
washing  with  the  brush  of  the  same  material.  It  dries 
quicker  than  any  kind  of  cloth,  and  never  gets  worn  or 
torn  ofi'  by  scratching  with  chicks'  feet.  It  is  quite  stiff 
and  elastic.  It  can  neither  be  wrinkled  nor  turned  up 
when  chicks  are  runnimg,  scampering,  or  scratching 
upon  it.  Moreover,  it  is  durable  and  economical.  I 
wish  to  describe  more  particularly  about  them  as  well  as 
other  matters ;  but  I  am  afraid  to  occupy  too  much  room 
of  this  valuable  magazine  with  an  unworthy  note  like 
this.  If  any  of  the  readers  want  to  know  further,  I 
will  be  much  pleased  to  answer  accordingly. 

Besides,  in  Japan  there  are  numerous  interesting  and 
curious  things  both  in  plants  and  animals ;  for  instance, 
there  are  some  breeds  of  poultry  in  which  cocks  have 
enormously  long  tails  growing  over  ten  feet,  or  cocks 
crowing  with  long,  melodious  tune  of  voice,  or  a  breed 
which  has  peculiar  petty  dwarf  body,  yet  has  graceful 
and  pretty  shape.  In  plants,  there  are  various  kinds  of 
trees  stunted  in  growth  and  dwindled  in  shape,  yet  they 
thrive  in  pots  over  ten  or  even  over  a  hundred  years, 
assuming  the  appearance  of  gigantic  and  elegant  old 
trees  in  forests.  They  are  kept  almost  in  every  well-to- 
do  family  for  ornaments  and  pleasure. 

Not  only  these,  but  there  also  exists  several  varieties 
of  birds,  fishes,  even  insects  of  various  colors,  shapes, 
manners,  voices,  etc.,  for  which  manifold  ways  of  feed- 
ing and  keeping  are  hinted  respectively.  There  are  also 
many  other  interesting  things  about  the  products  of  arts 
and  industrial  fabrics  of  exquisite  finish. 

As  our  country  has  stood  so  many  long  years  with- 
out ever  being  conquered  by  other  nations,  these  pecu- 
liar tastes  were  fostered  and  developed  into  an  unre- 
stricted degree  added  to  by  recent  devices. 

It  would  be  a  delightful  task  for  the  civilized  people,  I 
believe,  to  investigate  any  curious,  yet  obscure,  facts  of 
the  far  East,  and  it  would  also  be  a  quite  pleasant  ser- 
vice for  ua  to  correspond  about  these  in  exchange  with 
the  scientific  knowledge  of  the  West,  in  order  to  promote 
mutual  interests  and  benefits.  Hikozo  Ok.\mj. 

34  Shirokane  Saruniachi,  Sibaku,  Tokyo,  Japan. 


FARM-POULTRY 

THE  VALUE  OF  GRIT  IN  POULTRY  FEEDING 

introduction 

GRIT  in  the  bird's  gizzard,  according  to  a  long 
accepted  theory,  performs  a  function  similar  to 
that  of  teeth  in  mammalia.  Dr.  T.  P.  Shaw, 
(McGill  University),  who  has  recently  made  some  close 
observations  on  the  physiology  of  digestion  in  the 
domestic  fowl,  states:  "The  function  of  the  gizzard  is 
to  crush  the  hard  grains.  This  it  accomplishes  by  mus- 
cular contractions  which  rub  the  grains  one  against  the 
other.  This  process  is  very  much  facilitated  if  sharp 
particles  of  grit  are  mixed  with  the  grain.  Some  writers 
claim  that  grit  is  unnecessary  for  poultry.  We  fail  to 
notice  the  report  of  any  experiments  which  prove  that 
fowls  without  grit  in  the  gizzard,  when  fed  on  whole 
grain,  did  as  well  as  fowls  with  free  access  to  grit. 
Some  experiments  have  been  reported  where  the  ob- 
servers have  taken  for  granted  that  the  gizzard  did  not 
contain  grit  because  the  birds  had  not  access  to  any  for 
a  month.  The  author  has  counted  between  fifteen  and 
twenty-five  particles  of  grit,  varying  in  size  from  that  of 
a  pin-head  to  that  of  a  split  pea,  after  birds  have  been 
without  grit  for  three  months.  In  young  chicks  the 
soft  food  given  may  become  impacted  in  the  gizzard. 
This  is  prevented  by  allowing  chicks  access  to  sharp 
sand.  The  sharp  sand  particles  stimulate  the  muscular 
action  of  the  gizzard  which  is  sluggish  when  soft  food  is 
given." 

Passing  from  the  finding  of  a  scientist  to  those  of  a 
practical  poultry  man,  we  read  the  following  in  "Prin- 
ciples and  Practices  of  Poultry  Culture,"  by  John  H. 
Robinson :  "Reasoning  from  analogies  observed  between 
birds  and  ruminants,  and  from  the  fact  that  small  par- 
ticles of  stone,  glass,  earthenware,  etc. ,  were  often  found 
in  the  gizzards  of  fowls  in  course  of  preparation  for  the 
table,  it  was  long  ago  assumed  that  the  gizzard  itself 
was  inadequate  for  its  function,  and  that  the  bird 
swallowed  these  substances  because  they  were  required 
for  the  mastication  of  its  food.  *  *  *  I  followed  the 
common  practice  (of  feeding  grit)  long  after  I  was  con- 
vinced in  my  own  mind  that  the  birds  had  no  need  of 
grit  to  grind  their  food,  but  finally  abandoned  it,  and 
since  about  1902  have  given  no  grit  to  chickens."  John 
H.  Robinson,  however,  rears  his  chickens  largely  on 
free  range,  so  that  there  is  all  likelihood  of  their  obtain- 
ing an  abundance  of  grit  without  it  being  given  as  a 
particular  feed.  The  same  poultryman  further  reports : 
"A  pen  of  twenty-five  extra  large  hens  in  my  yards, 
supplied  with  indigestible  grit  and  oyster  shell,  con- 
sumed in  eight  months  less  than  a  pint  of  grit."  Pre- 
suming the  hens  in  question  to  have  had  an  average 
amount  of  grit  in  the  gizzard  at  the  commencement  of 
the  experiment,  the  weight  of  this  argument  agaiast  the 
feeding  of  grit  to  chickens  is  counterbalanced  by  the 
findings  of  Dr.  Shaw  regarding  the  length  of  time  grit 
is  retained  in  the  gizzard. 

Some  experiment  stations,  as  well  as  individual  in- 
vestigators, have  taken  up  work  along  this  line.  In  a 
Bulletin  entitled,  "Experiments  With  Poultry,"  com- 
piled from  the  twenty-sixth  annual  report  of  the  New 
York  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  the  results  ob- 
tained from  experiments  made  with  nineteen  lots  of 
chickens,  ranging  from  one  to  three  weeks  of  age, 
showed  that  "the  mixing  of  sand  in  the  food,  both  in  a 
ration  containing  food  and  in  one  without,  resulted  in 
better  health  for  the  chickens,  and  more  efficient  use  of 
the  food." 

The  TT.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  published,  in 
li)04,  a  Bulletin  entitled,  "Digestion  Experiments  With 
Poultry."  In  a  section  with  the  heading,  "  The  Util- 
ization of  Sand  by  Poultry,"  we  find  the  following: 
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"  The  consumption  of  sand  is  much  greater  on  an  oat 
than  a  corn  diet.  This  is  no  doubt  occasioned  by  the 
greater  proportion  of  fibre  in  the  oats."  Experiments 
with  individual  chickens  were  also  recorded.  Grit  was 
withheld  from  two  chickens  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
Up  to  five  months  the  lack  of  gravel  "had  apparently 
not  led  to  any  serious  impairment  of  digestion,  but  after  ' 
this  the  animals  appeared  gradually  to  become  debili- 
tated." In  another  individual,  grit  was  found  to  be 
retained  in  the  gizzard  "after  a  lapse  of  seven  months."  I 

It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing,  that  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  feeding  of  grit  to  poultry  cannot  be  out  of 
place,  the  lack  of  authenticity  in  the  work  heretofore 
undertaken  being  largely  due  to  the  factor  of  the  pres- 
ence of  an  undeterminable  amount  of  grit  in  the  gizzards 
of  the  birds  at  the  time  the  experiments  were  com- 
menced. 

The  work  undertaken  in  this  investigation  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  attempt  to  determine,  definitely,  the 
actual  value  of  grit  in  poultry  feeding. 

Synopsis 

Day  old  chicks  were  used  in  all  tests  in  tliis  experi- 
ment, thus  obviating  any  danger  of  there  being  any  grit 
in  the  gizzard  at  the  commencement  of  the  tests.  The 
chicks  were  carried  through  until  maturity  was  reached, 
unless  death  intervened,  or,  for  other  reasons,  the  test 
was  discontinued.  Each  test  comprised  two  lots  of 
chicks,  identical  as  regards  breeding,  method  of  incu- 
bation, and  age.  One  lot  in  each  test  was  supplied  with 
grit  ad  libiluin ;  the  other  received  none ;  otherwise,  e.x- 
cept  where  specifically  stated  to  the  contrary,  each  lot 
was  fed  identically.  Each  lot  of  chicks  in  each  test  was 
weighed  daily  for  the  first  two  weeks,  after  which  weekly 
weighings  were  substituted.  Accurate  weights  of  all  food 
fed  were  recorded.  Observation  notes,  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  chicks  in  general  were  taken  from  time 
to  time,  as  occasion  demanded.  All  cases  of  mortality 
were  subjected  to  post  mortem  examinations  to  deter- 
mine the  cause  of  death,  if  possible,  and  the  condition 
of  the  digestive  system. 

In  all,  five  tests  were  completed  in  determining  the 
value  of  the  feeding  grit  to  chicks  and  one  test  on  the 
value  of  feeding  grit  for  egg  production ;  the  birds  in 
the  latter  test  were  taken  from  the  lots  in  the  chick  tests, 
the  grit-fed  pen  being  made  up  of  chicks  which  had  been 
supplied  with  grit  from  the  start,  and  the  gritless-fed 
pen  being  made  up  of  chicks  from  which  grit  had  been 
withheld  from  the  start. 

Feeding  and  Management 

In  each  of  the  tests  grit  waa  fed  to  one  lot  and  with- 
held from  the  other  lot.  The  grit  was  fed  in  hoppers, 
and  small  quantities  were  added  to  the  moistened  mash 
feedings  from  time  to  time. 

The  method  of  feeding  the  mashes  and  grains  was  that 
employed  in  general  practice.  The  two  lots  in  the  lirst 
three  tests  were  given  a  mixture  of  hard  boiled  egg 
(without  the  shell)  and  bread  crumbs  in  the  proportion 
of  1.2  for  the  first  four  days.  Oatmeal  was  given  twice 
daily  until  the  chicks  were  one  month  old.  The  follow- 
ing mash  mixture  was  fed  dry  in  hoppers  and  moistened 
twice  daily : 

2  parts  by  weight  oatineal  feed, 

1  part  by  weight  bran. 

1  part  by  weight  cornmeal. 

1  part  by  weight  middlings. 

0-207o  fish  scraps. 
Finely  cracked  wheat  was  fed  after  the  chicks  were  a 
few  days  old.  Finely  cut  alfalfa  hay  was  fed  twice  daily, 
and  fresh  water  was  kept  constantly  before  the  chicks. 

The  lot  of  chicks  in  tests  Nos.  4  and  ")  were  fed  grain 
only,  consisting  of  cracked  corn  and  whole  wheat  from 
which  the  finer  particles  had  been  sifted  to  prevent  the 
chicks  from  receiving  any  soft  food  whatever. 

Wood  shavings  formed  the  litter  for  all  of  the  chick 
tests.  The  chicks  were  confined  indoors  throughout  the 
entire  test,  being  kept  in  the  brooder  house  which  has  a 
cement  floor. 

Test  No.  (i  extended  from  October  12,  l'.il4  to  Febru- 
ary 1,  101.5. 

The  two  pens  were  each  four  feet  wide  by  twelve  long, 
and  cement  floored.    Straw  was  used  for  litter. 

The  method  of  feeding  was  practically  the  same  as 
had  been  employed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  tests  from 
which  they  had  come.  Dry  mash  (  same  composition  as 
in  Test  I . l-^^c fish  scrap)  was  kept  before  the  birds  in 
hoppers  at  all  times,  and  fed  moistened  twice  daily. 
Grain,  consisting  of  equal  parts  of  wheat  and  cracked 
corn,  with  a  few  oats,  was  fed  morning  and  evening, 
(ireen  food  was  given  once  daily.  Water,  which  was 
given  in  shallow  pans  rai.sed  oil'  the  floor,  was  changed 
twice  daily.    Air  slaked  lime  was  fed  to  both  lots  in 
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hoppers.  The  grit  fed  to  Lot  A  was  large  size  mica 
crystal  grit.  The  birds  were  weighed  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  test. 

Summary  of  Results 

Tests  No.  1  and  '2  gave  no  positive  results  from  tlie 
fact  that  the  chicks  which  did  not  receive  grit  did  almost 
as  well  as  those  which  received  grit.  There  were  no 
material  differences  in  the  grains  in  weight  for  the  dif- 
ferent lots,  and  there  was  no  material  difference  in  mor- 
tality. Chicks  not  supplied  with  grit  seem  to  be  able  to 
digest  finely  ground  grains  without  any  apparent  injury 
to  digestion  and  general  health. 

Test  No.  1  showed  that  where  plenty  of  soft  food  as 
well  as  grain  is  fed,  grit  is  by  no  means  an  indispensible 
requirement.  From  the  standpoint  of  economy  of  food, 
however,  there  appears  to  be  a  trifle  in  favor  of  grit 
feeding  as  may  also  be  surmised  from  Test  No.  (>.  The 
two  lots  in  Test  No.  ■-'  gave,  similarly  with  Test  Xo.  1, 
practically  parallel  results  from  start  to  finish. 

The  tests  which  gave  distinctly  positive  results,  viz., 
Tests  Nos.  :>,  4,  ">  verified  the  findings  of  Dr.  V.  T.  Shaw 
in  regard  to  the  digestion  of  hard  grain,  i.  e.,  that  it  is 
much  facilitated  if  sharp  particles  of  grit  are  mixed  with 
the  grain.  In  all  three  tests,  this  was  shown  definitely, 
both  in  the  general  conditian  of  the  chicks  and  in  the 
grains  made  per  unit  of  food  consumed.  Only  one  case 
of  impaction  of  soft  food  in  the  gizzard,  however,  was 
observed.  This  was  recorded  in  the  post  mortem  of 
chick  No.  4,  Lot  B,  Test  IX. 

No  definite  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  Test  No.  «, 
although  the  observations  from  this  single  test  are  inter- 
esting. In  this  test  f.ot  A  received  grit,  while  Lot  B 
did  dot  receive  grit. 

The  various  tables  show  the  following: 

1.  Lot  B  consumed  23M  lbs.  more  feed  than  Lot  A. 

2.  Lot  B  consumed  o4>^  lbs.  more  mash  than  Lot  A. 
:i.    Lot  A  consumed  31  lbs.  more  grain  than  Lot  B. 

4.  Lot  A  gained  in  weight  a  total  of  0!)  ozs.  more 
than  Lot  B. 

5.  Lot  B  laid  nearly  twice  as  many  eggs  as  Lot  A. 

It  is  seen  from  the  foregoing,  that  the  chicks  which 
received  no  grit  consumed  considerably  more  mash  —  to 
be  exact, lone-fifth  more  — than  did  those  to  which  grit 
was  fed.  This,  from  previous  tests,  was  to  be  expected. 
The  greater  total  amount  of  feed  consumed  by  the  chicks 
in  Lot  B  can  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  greater 
number  of  eggs  laid  by  them.  This,  however,  is  ofl'set 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  by  the  superior  proportionate 
gains  in  weight  made  by  the  chicks  in  Lot  A. 

That  the  absence  of  grit  has,  at  any  rate,  no  diminish- 
ing effect  on  egg  production  is  very  evident  from  item 
No.  5.  It  must  be  noted  in  this  connection,  however, 
that  at  about  the  time  occasional  soft  shelled  eggs  were 
laid  in  Lot  B,  the  pullets  responsible  for  the  eggs  became 
so  weak  twenty-four  hours  prior  to  laying  that  they 
could  not  even  stand  up.  After  laying,  this  weakness 
would  gradually  wear  off  during  the  succeeding  days, 
until  the  pullets  were  just  about  ready  to  lay  again, 
when  the  same  weakness  would  again  strike  them.  This 
condition  continued  with  the  pullets  in  Lot  B  to  the  end 
of  the  test.  Further  tests,  however,  would  be  necessary 
to  determine  definitely  to  what  extent  this  weakness  was 
due  to  the  absence  of  grit. 

All  of  the  eggs  laid  by  both  lots  were  small  in  size. 
The  majority  of  those  laid  by  Lot  B  were  thin  shelled, 
while  a  few  were  soft  shelled. 

The  exceedingly  low  egg  produceion,  as  regards  both 
lots,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  close  confinement  to 
which  the  birds  had  been  subjected  through  their  lives. 

During  the  carrying  out  of  these  tests,  question  was 
raised  as  to  the  relation  of  grit  to  the  absorption  of  the 
yolk  sac.  Careful  perusal  of  the  post  mortems  in  all  the 
tests  show  that  no  definite  indications  were  offered  in 
support  of  any  relation  whatsoever. 

Final  deductions,  therefore,  point  to  tiie  practical 
necessity  of  grit  for  the  economical  digestion  of  whole 
grain.  They  tend  also  to  bear  out  the  contention  of  the 
findings  of  the  New  York  Agricultural  Kxperiment 
Station  in  regard  to  the  more  eflicient  use  of  the  food 
when  grit  is  fed.  The  advisability,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
practical  poultryman  going  to  the  expen.se  of  providing 
commercial  grit  for  the  consumi)tion  of  the  fowls,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  (|uestion  of  conditions.  If  the  chicks 
are  reared  and  kept  largely  under  free  range  conditions 
on  sandy  soil,  the  value  of  any  special  provision  of  grit 
would  be  of  a  highly  questionable  nature.  Where  the 
chickens  are  subjected  to  considerable  confinement,  as 
on  average  intensive  plant.-;,  the  results  of  this  work  in- 
dicate that  a  provision  of  grit  will  prove  profitable,  if 
not  indispensible.— A.  Ji  ll,  in  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Association  of  Instructors  and  Investigators  in 
Poultry  Husbandry. 
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Buff  Cochina 

ANOTHER  INTERPRETATION  OF  PROFESSOR 
JULLS'  RESULTS 

WHILE  disagreeing  with  Professor  .fulls'  final  con- 
clusion, whether  considered  as  deducible  from 
the  data  he  gives  or  from  these  and  related  facts 
as  I  know  them,  I  welcome  his  work  as  a  valuable  con- 
tribution to  the  study  of  this  matter.  I  ought  to,  for  it 
is  the  best  thing  in  support  of  my  position  in  regard  to 
the  use  of  grit  that  has  yet  appeared.  This  is  true  even 
though  Mr.  Jull  fails  to  consider  the  difference  between 
the  functions  of  mineral  matter  as  food  and  aa  teeth, 
which  is  of  prime  importance  in  getting  at  the  truth  in 
this  case.  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  seen  a  report  of 
the  experiment  of  Dr.  Shaw.  If  one  had  come  to  this 
office  I  would  not  be  likely  to  overlook  it.  I  do  not  find 
it  among  my  bulletins  relating  to  poultry.  For  this 
reason  and  because  I  suppose  that  a  more  detailed  report 
of  Professor  .lull's  experiment  will  appear  before  long,  I 
shall  comment  at  this  time  only  on  the  case  as  here 
treated. 

The  outstanding  facts  in  Professor  JuU's  experiment 
are:  That  he  raised  dhickens  without  grit  both  on  an  all 
ground  food  ration  and  on  an  all  hard  grain  ration,  and 
that  in  a  comparison  of  egg  production  between  hens 
fed  grit  and  hens  not  fed  grit  it  was  not  apparent  that 
lack  of  grit  affected  egg  production.  These  findings 
carry  us  a  long  way  from  the  traditional  theory  of  grit 
as  an  essential  recjuirement  for  digestion. 

It  appears  that  the  chicks  were  not  in  any  case  partic- 
ularly good  chicks,  and  that  in  the  laying  test  results 
were  small.  But  this  is  what  would  occur  under  the 
conditions  in  which  birds  in  such  experiments  are  kept, 
which  conditions  are  unfavorable  to  normal  digestion 
and  health  regardless  of  the  rations.  These  conditions 
equally  affect  all  birds  in  the  experiments,  yet  we  may 
easily  err  in  drawing  conclusions  from  the  experiment 
to  apply  where  conditions  are  different. 

Now  why  was  it  that  "positive"  results  —  that  is, 
differences  in  results  which  seemed  to  show  something 
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definite  along  the  line  of  investigation  —  were  obtained 
in  tests  Nos.  ?>,  4,  and  5;  and  not  in  tests  Nos.  1,  2,  and 
<i?  Here  is  where  we  come  to  the  nub  of  the  matter. 
In  tests  Nos.  1,  2,  and  6  ash  was  liberally  supplied  tO' 
all  pens  through  the  fish  scrap  in  the  mash.  The 
position  I  take  in  regard  to  grit  is  that  when  ash  is 
given  freely  the  advantage  of  feeding  grit  does  not 
appear.  These  three  tests  seem  to  me  to  indicate  quite 
I)lainly  that  no  particular  benefit  came  from  supplying 
grit  to  birds  so  well  provided  with  digestible  mineral 
matter.  In  the  other  three  tests  there  did  appear  to  be 
beneficial  results  where  grit  was  given  because  the  grit 
fed  birds  got  some  mineral  matter  in  this  form  while 
the  others  got  none  at  all. 

When  this  point  has  been  reached  the  next  thing  to 
(iefermine  is  whether,  if  so,  to  what  extent  the  material 
given  tlie  bird  on  the  supposition  that  it  would  be  used 
to  grind  the  food  was  digestible  and  so  became  a  source 
of  supply  of  ash.  None  of  the  experiments  to  which 
Professor  .lull  refers  throw  light  on  this  point.  It  is 
often  uncertain  what  material  is  meant  when  the  terms 
sand,  gravel,  and  grit  are  used,  and  there  seems  to  be 
no  agreement  of  opinion  as  to  the  function  of  supposedly 
iiuligestible  mineral  matter.  Dr.  Shaw  says  that  the 
action  of  the  sand  is  on  the  gizzard  itself  —  not  on  the 
food  —  and  recommends  allowing  the  chicks  access  to 
sharp  sand.  His  view  is  that  it  is  especially  necessary 
when  soft  food  is  used.  It  would  appear,  however,  that 
he  is  discussing  a  case  where  the  soft  food  was  not  of 
proper  consistency.  In  the  New  York  experiments  the 
pronounced  results  with  sand  were  secured  by  forced 
feeding  of  sand.  Those  which  had  sand  accessible  and 
were  allowed  to  follow  their  appetite  did  not  take  it  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  show  perceptible  benefit.  In  the 
United  States  Government  bulletin  mentioned,  the  in- 
vestigators suppose  that  sand  is  required  in  larger  (juan- 
tities  for  oats  than  for  corn.  I  have  never  been  able  to 
take  this  piece  of  work  as  a  serviceable  contribution 
upon  its  subject.  It  is  very  long  on  technique  but  not 
otherwise  impressive. 

This  grit  question  is  a  difficult  one  to  demonstrate 
either  in  the  laboratory  or  the  poultry  yard.  Laboratory 
conditions  are  almost  immediately  productive  of  some 
degree  of  digestive  disorder.  Under  the  conditions  that 
usually  obtain  in  practice  a  bird  will  swallow  consider- 
able amounts  of  sand,  gravel,  and  almost  anything  else 
that  can  adhere  to  its  food  or  be  picked  up  with  it  —  not 
by  design  —  but  as  an  incident  in  voracious  and  not  par- 
ticular eating.  The  fact  that  the  gizzard  retains  grit  or 
other  foreign  matter  for  long  periods  does  not  neces- 
sarily prove  that  it  is  functionally  retained  for  use.  It 
is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  such  foreign  matter 
does  not  pass  from  it  as  readily  as  digestible  matter  and 
is  retained  here  and  not  at  any  other  part  of  the  diges- 
tive tract,  because  the  gizzard  is  indifll'erent  to  its 
pretence. 

In  his  remarks  about  my  fowls.  Professor  .lull  assumes 
that  they  secure  all  the  grit  that  they  require  without 
my  giving  them  any,  and  that  in  the  particular  instance 
he  sites  the  hens  did  not  eat  grit  because  they  had  in 
their  systems  all  that  they  needed.  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  these  invalid  assumptions  here,  but  will  merely 
say  to  any  disposed  to  entertain  them  that  if  they  will 
devote  a  little  time,  as  they  have  opportunity,  to  close 
observation  of  the  eating  habits  of  poultry  under  vari- 
ous conditions  they  may  not  be  long  disposed  to  accept 
views  that  have  as  little  foundation  as  the  grit  theory. 


Scene  on  the  Poultry  Plant  at  Tuskeegee  Institute,  Tuskeegee,  Alabama 
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PREVALENCE  OF  WHITE  DIARRHEA 

Replies  of  a  Few  Breeders  to  the  Questions : 

How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  ■poultry  keeping? 
Have  you  ever  had  any  trouble  with  "  bacillary  u'hite 
diarrhea? ' ' 

Do  you  KNO  W  of  any  cases  where  ' '  badllai-y  white 
diarrhea"  caused  seiious  losses,  although  stock  appeared 
healthy,  conditions  mere  right,  and  rnanagevient  good.' 

From  F.  G.  Cook,  Superintendent  Grove  Hill  Poul- 
try Yards,  Breeder  of  Highest  Grade  White 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns, 
Waltham,  Mass.    Established  1876. 

"  We  have  never  had  an  epidemic  of  'white  diarrhea,' 
and  am  very  skeptical  as  to  whether  we  have  had  many 
true  cases  of  real  '  bacillary  white  diarrhea.'  In  fact, 
in  our  estimation  tlie  prominence  that  the  Agricultural 
College  is  giving  this  question  at  the  present  time  is 
doing  a  vast  amount  of  harm. 

"  I  have  been  personally  engaged  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness all  my  life,  and  have  bred  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 
continuously  for  over  thirty  years,  and  believe  that  most 
of  the  trouble  arising  from  the  so-called  '  diarrhea '  is 
due  to  wrong  conditions  in  the  most  aggrevated  form. 
To  my  mind,  it  is  clearly  possible  that  all  fowls  may  be 
more  or  less  affected,  but  that  it  is  not  a  source  of  im- 
mediate danger  unless  the  birds  are  subjected  to  unsani 
tary  or  most  unnatural  conditions.  My  ideas  on  this 
subject  are  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  birds  hatched 
by  artificial  methods,  especially  in  the  Mammoth  ma- 
chines, are  apparently  more  susceptible  to  the  disease 
than  those  hatched  by  natural  methods.  And  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  most  modern  scientific  investigations 
that  are  being  pursued  by  the  different  Agricultural 
Colleges,  I  trust  my  own  judgment  and  the  judgment  of 
experienced  poultrymen  in  this  respect  over  and  above 
the  theoretical  investigation  of  so-called  scientific  poul- 
trymen whose  real  knowledge  of  poultry  is  limited  to 
the  desk  and  the  laboratory. " 

From  Fred  Rockwood,  Breeder  of  High  Class  Buff 
Wyandottes,  South  Brookline,  N.  H. 

"I  have  been  raising  and  hatching  chickens  since 
1898  (with  the  exception  of  three  years)  and  have  had 
very  little  trouble  with  '  white  diarrhea.'  I  raise  from 
one  hundred  to  three  hundred  a  year,  and  do  my  hatch- 
ing and  brooding  with  hens. 

"In  1904,  I  tried  a  small  incubator  and  had  two 
brooders  and  that  is  the  only  time  that  I  ever  had  any 
trouble  with  'white  diarrhea.'  I  lost  quite  a  number  of 
chicks  that  season,  and  my  breeding  stock  was  in  good 
condition,  so  I  laid  the  trouble  to  the  brooders,  and 
have  not  used  any  since,  although  I  know  that  they  are 
used  successfully  by  large  breeders. 

"  A  friend  of  mine  sent  away  last  spring  and  bought 
five  hundred  White  Leghorn  chicks.  They  appeared  in 
good  condition  when  they  arrived,  but  in  about  a  week 
they  began  to  stick  up  and  die,  and  he  lost  them  all  but 
a  few  and  he  sold  the  few  for  what  he  could  get.  Now 
I  do  not  know  what  condition  the  breeding  stock  was 
n,  but  I  do  know  they  were  not  properly  brooded,  and 
of  course  that  is  what  I  thought  was  the  trouble. 

"  My  observation  and  experience  has  been  that  there 
has  been  more  '  white  diarrhea '  where  artificial  brood- 
ing has  been  used." 

From  F.  W.  C.  Almy,  Proprietor  Red  Feather  Farm, 
Breeder  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  Tiverton  Four  Corners,  R.  I. 

"  I  am  afraid  I  won't  be  much  help  to  you  as  regards 
the  'white  diarrhea.'  I  have  been  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness more  or  less  for  twenty- five  years,  and  while  I  will 
admit  that  perhaps  I  do  not  know  the  disease  when  I 
see  it,  I  have  never  had  any  of  what  /  cdl  '  white  diar- 
rhea.' I  have  lost  some  chicks  due  to  (in  my  opinion) 
colds  and  other  causes,  but  not  what  I  understand  is  the 
'  white  diarrhea.'  " 

From  D.  Lincoln  Orr,  Breeder  of  Columbian  Wy- 
andottes and  White  Faverolles,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y. 

"  How  long  have  I  been  keeping  poultry?  Really  all 
my  life,  but  I  presume,  strictly  speaking,  about  thirty 
years.  Before  that  I  had  an  old  box  on  the  farm  that  I 
used  when  a  kid. 

"  About  three  years  ago  I  thought  I  had  to  be  fash- 
ionable with  my  poultry,  and  thought  my  chicks  had 
'  white  diarrhea,'  but  after  careful  study  and  thought  I 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  wrote 
around  all  over,  but  could  get  no  satisfaction,  so  I  just 
forgot  it.  I  find  that  my  real  trouble  was  (or  think  it 
was)  because  I  forced  the  hens  (my  breeders)  to  a  very 
arz!  e^j;  yield.    I  got  many  eggs.    Seeminglylwhen  the 
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young  chicks  came  they  had  not  the  vitality  to  hang 
on,  and  the  mortality  was  heavy  that  one  season.  Since 
then  it  has  been  light.  I  changed  neither  stock  nor  feed, 
but  I  did  not  force  my  breeders  during  the  winter,  so 
that  I  never  had  better  success  than  I  had  this  year. 

The  only  cases  I  know  of  are  in  the  press.  I  firmly 
believe  this  so-called  'white  diarrhea'  is  more  mental 
than  real;  more  ignorance  than  anything  else,  and  I 
believe  there  is  no  need  of  this  disease  if  one  will  use 
healthy  birds  and  common  sense;  the  latter  of  course 
you  know  is  a  rare  thing.  Much  could  be  written  on 
this  subject,  but  the  unnaturalness  of  chick  raising 
these  days  is  liable  to  produce  any  amount  of  disease 
so-called." 

From  J.  F.  Robinson,  Breeder  of  White  and  Black 
Langshans,  South  Weymouth,  Mass. 

"  I  have  been  in  the  poultry  business  eight  years.  I 
have  never  been  troubled  with  '  bacillary  white  diar- 
rhea. '    In  fact,  I  believe  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  not 


two  chicks  in  one  hundred  ever  have  bowel  trouble  of 
any  kind. 

"I  do  not  know  of  any  case  where  '  bacillary  white 
diarrhea,'  or  any  other  kind  of  'diarrhea,'  has  caused 
serious  losses,  although  stock  appeared  healthy,  con- 
ditions were  right,  and  management  good. 

"  I  never  had  but  one  customer  complain  of  the 
'  white  diarrhea,'  and  he  was  the  purchaser  of  a  three 
year  old  hen.  After  having  her  about  two  months  he 
complained  that  she  would  not  lay,  so  I  wrote  him  to 
sell  her  at  the  market  and  send  me  the  proceeds  and  I 
would  replace  her.  Then  he  wrote  that  she  had  '  bacil- 
lary white  diarrhea  '  so  badly  that  he  would  not  sell  her 
to  the  market,  but  he  was  shipping  her  to  me  and  if  I 
cared  to  eat  her  I  could.  She  reached  me  with  bonxl 
trouble  all  right.  Fat,  light  combed,  la/.y.  Lay!  She 
could  hardly  waddle.  I  gave  her  a  dose  of  salts,  put 
her  in  a  coop  by  herself,  buried  one  handful  of  grain 
each  day  in  the  dirt,  and  inside  of  two  weeks  she  was 
active,  her  comb  was  red,  droppings  normal,  and  she 
had  laid  three  eggs  during  the  second  week. 

"  My  theory  is  that  by  mismanagement  and  lack  of 
care  and  the  exercise  of  common  sense  you  can  give 
'bacillary  white  diarrhea'  to  any  chick  or  hen." 

From  Fremort  H.  Willis,  Breeder  of  Buff  Wyan  = 
dottes,  Brockton,  Mass. 

"L.    Twenty-nine  years. 
"2.  No. 
"3.  No." 
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From  W.  F.  Hayward,  Proprietor  Woodland  Farmi 
Breeder  of  White  Plymouth  Rocks  and  S.  C. 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  Westboro,  Mass. 

' '  Replying  to  your  letter  and  inquiry  of  November  10, 
I  have  to  reply  as  follows : 
"  Ist.    Fifteen  years. 
"2d.  Yes. 
"3d.  No. 

' '  I  would  say  that  what  losses  we  have  suffered  from 
the  disease  have  been  confined  to  young  chicks  hatched 
by  incubators  and  placed  in  artificial  brooders.  It  has 
never  appeared  in  adult  fowls  with  us.  Whenever  it  has 
occurred  in  brooder  chicks  it  has  appeared  before  the 
end  of  the  second  week.  A  significant  feature  of  the 
disease  is  that  it  may  appear  in  chicks  placed  in  one 
brooder,  while  other  chicks  taken  from  the  same  incu- 
bator at  the  same  time  and  placed  in  other  brooders, 
and  chicks  hatched  at  other  times  during  the  same  sea- 
son from  eggs  of  the  same  flock,  show  no  traces  of  it. 
Moreover,  we  hatch  and  rear  many  chicks  with  hens. 


and  those  chicks  are  never  troubled  wiili  white  diarrhea. 

''.Whenever  white  diarrhea  has  appeared  with  us  it 
has  been  confined  to  one  or  possibly  two  broods  of 
chicks  during  the  season,  and  the  cause  could  be  traced 
to  some  error  in  management  during  the  first  few  days 
after  they  were  hatched.  There  has  been  nothing  in  my 
experience  during  all  these  years  which  would  for  one 
moment  support  the  theory  that  it  is  inherited.  ( )n  the 
contrary,  all  the  circumstances  in  the  cases  that  have 
come  to  my  notice  have  shown  conclusively  that  con- 
ditions after  the  chicks  leave  the  shell  are  responsible 
for  the  disease." 

From  Joseph  Mason,  Breeder  of  Light  Brahmas, 
Newton  Upper  Falls,  Mass. 

"  Replying  to  your  inquiries  as  to  my  experience  with 
'white  diarrhea,'  I  have  had  none.  I  have  bred  poultry 
for  the  past  forty  years,  and  during  the  past  ten  years 
have  bred  from  ;;00  to  7<»0  chicks  a  year.  Three  years 
ago  —  not  having  very  good  hatches— I  purcha.sed  100 
day  old  chicks  from  a  breeder  in  an  adjoining  town, 
and  found  them  to  be  a  good,  healthy,  rajnd  growing 
lot.  Ninety-five  of  them  grew  to  the  killing  size,  and 
the  pullets  to  maturity.  (Chancing  to  meet  the  breeder 
who  sold  me  the  chicks  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
lost  hundreds  of  chicks  from  '  white  diarrhea  '  hatched 
from  the  same  stock  that  mine  were  the  same  year, 
(^uery:  If  the  germ  that  produces  'white  diarrhea' 
comea  from  the  egg.  how  did  my  10()  chickens  e8ca{>e? 

"  My  idea  is  that  'white  diarrhea'  i.~i  caused  by  weak 

(Cuntiiiaed  on  iiace  3.>1) 
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Topics  of  the  Times 

The  Standardization  Fallacy 

HAVINCi  attended  a  number  of  meetings  at  educa- 
tional institutions  in  the  past  where  the  question 
of  "standardizing"  instruction  in  poultry  cul- 
ture was  brought  up,  the  writer  naturally  suspects  that 
Mr.  Grant  M.  Curtis'  present  energetic  demand  that  the 
A.  P.  A.  prepare  authoritative  instructions  for  the 
mating  of  Standard  fowls  is  the  result  of  impressions 
received  on  his  recent  visit  to  this  section. 

Some  of  our  educators  have  long  been  possessed  by 
the  idea  that  it  is  desirable  that  educators  should  agree 
upon  and  recommend  as  best  one  style  of  house,  one 
method  of  feeding,  etc.  Some  of  them  think  that  the 
instructors  and  investigators  should  make  a  "Standard" 
text  book ;  some  that  it  should  be  made  by  the  American 
Poultry  Association. 

There  is  the  same  obstacle  here  that  we  pointed  out 
in  the  idea  of  the  A.  P.  A.  issuing  "standard"  rules 
for  breeding  "  standard  "  poultry.  Suppose  a  standard 
house  is  adopted  and  recommended.  People  will  natur- 
ally suppose  that  it  is  superior  to  any  and  all  others. 
But  it  will  not  invariably  prove  so  in  practice,  and  that 
will  destroy  the  authority  of  the  Standard. 

Besides  there  is  the  universal  disposition  of  men  to 
improve  things  to  be  considered.  They  are  never  satis- 
fied with  what  they  have,  but  always  striving  for  some- 
thing better.  It  is  not  possible  to  demonstrate  a  best 
house,  or  a  best  anything.  But  if  it  were  possible  to 
do  it  that  would  not  lead  to  the  exclusive  use  of  such  a 
thing.  Many  people  would  make  changes  for  supposed 
improvement,  and  many  more  simply  to  have  something 
diflerent. 

Such  standardization  would  no  doubt  be  a  temporary 
convenience  at  this  stage  of  educational  poultry  work, 
but  it  could  never  be  established  in  practice,  either  in 
school  or  out. 

An  Unseasonable  Movement 

A POINT  that  seems  to  be  (juite  lost  sight  of  by  the 
zealous  advocates  of  standardizing  the  two  lines 
of  Barred  Kocks  is  that  under  the  present  con- 
stitution of  the  American  Poultry  Association  such  a 
revision  could  not  go  into  effect  for  over  seven  years,  ' 
and  therefore  there  is  no  assurance  that  what  the  breed- 
ers of  Barred  Kocks  might  now  decide  upon  as  to  that 
Standard  would  suit  them  when  the  time  came  for  action. 
Those  advocates  of  two  varieties  of  the  Barred  Rock 
who  think  that  the  matter  is  settled  as  they  desire  and 
that  now  it  is  only  a  question  of  preparing  instructions 
for  the  revision  committee  that  will  begin  work  about 
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l^^o,  and  every  breeder  preparing  meantime  to  have  his 
stock  conform  to  the  change,  will  find  more  obstacles 
than  they  now  dream  of. 

The  movement  is  too  far  in  advance  of  the  time  for 
action  to  be  effective.  It  is  like  a  political  candidacy 
projected  too  early  in  a  campaign  or  too  long  before  the 
campaign.  And,  aside  from  that,  the  question  is  one 
that  involves  some  principal  features  of  the  policy  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association  in  regard  to  standards, 
and  it  is  altogether  unlikely  that  the  association  could 
be  induced  to  reverse  its  policies  to  suit  the  breeders  of 
one  variety. 

The  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  Situation 

NoTK.—  Sonic  time  ago  in  coinmentlnK  on  stjiteiiient  In  a  contem- 
porary that  there  should  be  no  "forbidden  subjects"  In  tlie  poultry 
press,  tiie  writer  referred  to  an  article  upon  tlie  above  subject  wlilcli 
he  had  written  just  after  tile  last  hIiow  at  Madison  Square  Ciarden, 
ami  tiien  pigeon  lioled  because  of  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  print- 
ing as  written.  At  the  time  the  article  could  not  be  found,  but  in 
looking  over  a  lot  of  held  copy  to  see  what  It  might  yield  tiiat  could 
l)e  used  In  this  time  of  scarcity  In  production  of  editorial  copy,  we 
found  it.  Heading  it  after  it  has  become  tlioroughly  cold,  we  do  not 
think  it  more  candid  than  it  should  be,  bo  we  publish  it  here  as 
written,  hoplngr  that  Its  statements  will  Inform  many  and  offend  no 
one. 

(  <  TT  IS  AN  undertaking  of  some  degree  of  delicacy  to 
Y  examine  into  the  cause  of  public  disorders.  If  a 
man  happens  not  to  succeed  in  such  an  inquiry 
he  will  be  thought  weak  and  visionary ;  if  he  touches 
the  true  grievance,  there  is  a  danger  that  he  may  come 
near  to  persons  of  weight  and  consequence,  who  will 
rather  be  exasperated  at  the  discovery  of  their  errors, 
than  thankful  for  the  occasion  of  correcting  them. " — 

BURICK. 

What  Burke  wrote  in  introducing  his  "Thoughts  as 
the  Present  Discontents  "  of  the  |British  people  in  1770 
might  appropriately  apply  to  some  of  the  present  dis- 
contents of  the  poultry  industry.  Public  discussion  of 
many  matters  is  limited,  if  not  suppressed,  because  our 
poultry  journalism  has  developed  too  much  the  habit  of 
considering  the  interests  of  the  individual  rather  than 
the  general  good.  This  is  especially  true  in  matters  in 
which  the  achievements  of  the  individual  are  more  or 
less  a  business  asset.  We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  gen- 
eral interests,  but  reluctant  to  serve  so  indefinite  a  thing 
when  to  do  so  involves  giving  possible  offense  to  a  patron 
or  friend. 

So  it  happens  that  many  things  that  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed soberly  in  the  press  are  either  not  mentioned  or 
are  discussed  so  guardedly  that  what  is  said  does  more 
harm  than  good.  The  Barred  Kock  situation,  and  par- 
ticularly Barred  Rock  situation  as  it  relates  to  competi- 
tion at  the  leading  eastern  shows,  is  a  case  in  point.  A 
brief  reference  to  this  was  made  in  the  report  of  the 
Madison  Square  Garden  show  in  our  issue  of  March  Ist. 
What  was  said  then  was  said  with  the  purpose  of  follow- 
ing it  up  later  with  some  observations  upon  the  situation 
as  it  appears  to  a  general  student  of  such  matters  en- 
tirely friendly  to  every  interest  concerned. 

When  the  Barred  Rock  was  far  and  away  the  most 
popular  breed  in  America,  and  the  Madison  Square 
Garden  show  was  the  only  big  show  that  could  be  classed 
as  a  fixture,  the  Barred  Rock  exhibit  logically  became 
the  chief  feature  of  that  show,  and  the  honor  of  winning 
there  was  the  highest  and  most  lucrative  that  a  Barred 
Rock  breeder  could  gain.  Down  to  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago  the  advertising  and  selling  value  of  a  good  winning 
at  a  first  class  show  was  good  for  several  years  business, 
and  as  the  breeders  producing  stock  of  the  class  that 
could  win  here  usually  found  ready  sale  for  all  their 
stock,  a  man  who  made  a  remarkably  good  winning  one 
year  was  not  usually  disposed  to  go  to  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  showing,  with  the  chance  perhaps  of  being 
defeated,  until  it  was  necessary  to  do  so  to  hold  trade. 
Under  such  circumstances,  various  conditions  not  in 
accordance  with  popular  ideas  of  a  battle  royal  for 
honors  naturally  developed.  In  Barred  Kocks  at  New 
York,  perhaps  more  than  in  anything  else,  there  or  else- 
where, one  point  of  shrewdness  in  playing  the  game  was 
to  guess  when  the  most  honor  was  to  be  obtained  with 
the  least  risk. 

Then,  if  a  man  was  not  going  to  show  here  he  would 
have  something  to  sell  to  a  business  competitor,  or  —  if 
he  would  not  sell  he  might  loan  birds  in  consideration 
of  a  like  favor  at  some  other  time;  or  birds  might  be 
sold  with  some  sort  of  come-back  arrangement.  Just 
how  much  of  this  was  done,  and  to  what  extent  such 
transactions  were  fictitious,  only  those  making  them 
positively  know.  It  was  the  common  opinion  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  those  who  watched  the  game 
closely  were  suspicious  of  exhibitors  who,  with  similar 
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liiiPH  of  birds,  never— or  very  rarely — competed  here  at 
the  same  time.  Exhibitors  who  would  not,  or  could 
not,  make  such  arrangements,  felt  that  they  were  at  a 
disadvantage  competing  against  such  combinations. 

The  judging,  too,  became  in  time  a  serious  cause  of 
dissatisfaction.  For  many  years,  down  to  about  ten 
years  ago,  the  Barred  Rocks  at  the  Garden  were  judged 
by  the  late  P.  H.  Scudder.  Toward  the  end  of  his  ser- 
vice, exhibitors  who  did  not  win  under  him  began  to 
express  (juite  freely  the  opinion  that  he  was  too  much 
attracted  to  types  not  as  advanced  as  the  public  and 
most  judges  wanted.  The  exhibitors,  as  a  whole,  did 
not  seem  satisfied  with  Mr.  Scudder,  but  apparently 
were  not  able  to  come  to  such  agreement  on  any  other 
judge  that  the  secretary  would  replace  him.. 

In  the  last  ten  years  new  causes  of  friction  have  devel- 
oped. To  begin  with,  the  winnings  at  a  show  now  have 
a  full  selling  value  only  until  the  next,  and  it  takes  a 
sensational  winning  to  be  worth  vei-y  much  at  that.  So 
competition  is  more  vigorous  at  the  shows.  Add  to  this 
that  the  Barred  Rocks  have  not  been  selling  as  well  for 
some  years,  and  that  makes  business  competition  keener, 
and  everyone  can  see  that  the  Barred  Rock  class  at  the 
Garden  is  a  likely  place  for  generating  trouble. 

Since  Mr.  Scudder's  time  the  Barred  Rocks  at -the 
Garden  have  been  judged  by  H.  I'.  Schwab,  with  some- 
times in  recent  years  another  judge  taking  a  part  of  the 
class.  A  considerable  section  of  those  who  exhibit,  or 
want  to  exhibit  Barred  Rocks  at  the  Garden,  did  not 
want  Mr.  Schwab  in  the  first  place  and  has  not  modified 
its  attitude  toward  him.  The  most  outspoken  opposition 
to  him  has  been  on  the  ground  of  his  intimacy  with 
some  of  the  exhibitors,  and  supposed  familiarity  with 
and  bias  toward  their  birds,  which  many  consider  creates 
a  condition  unfavorable  to  impartial  work,  no  matter 
how  good  the  intention  of  the  judge  may  be. 

Regardless  of  what  other  objections  might  be  made, 
and  whether  they  were  well  founded  or  not,  I  think 
most  people  will  agree  that  where  there  was  so  much 
feeling  a  change  of  judges  was  desirable.  Even  if  the 
change  brought  no  better  conditions  it  would  begin  to 
clear  the  air,  and  the  usefulness  of  a  judge  to  u  show 
depends  upon  his  not  becoming  a  source  of  disaffection 
among  exhibitors.  Yet  while  we  may  agree  that  policy 
demanded  a  change  of  judges  we  can  also  see  practical 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  making  a  change.  With  reason- 
able objection  to  Mr.  Schwab  by  some  exhibitors  on 
outspoken  grounds,  there  was  also  some  criticism  that 
was  not  so  fair,  and  any  secretary  would  be  slow  to 
make  a  change  when  to  do  so  would  appear  to  recognize 
such  objection.  Further,  it  is  much  easier  to  decide  in 
such  cases  that  a  change  is  advisable  than  to  find  a  new 
man  satisfactory  to  both  the  advocates  and  opponents  of 
the  old  one. 

We  come  now  to  the  ambition  of  E.  B.  Thompson  to 
be  the  first  of  Barred  Rock  breeders,  and  to  be  so  recog- 
nized, and  to  a  sentence  in  his  advertising  that  expresses 
too  well  the  thought  of  the  critics  of  the  judging  at  the 
Garden.  He  says  of  his  Barred  Rocks:  "They  are 
the  standard  by  which  all  other  Barred  Rocks  are 
judged." 

"  Just  so,"  exclaim  his  competitors.  "That  is  what 
we  have  been  saying,  and  for  that  reason  we  will  not 
show  at  the  Garden  under  .Mr.  Schwab,  whose  ideas 
seem  to  us  to  correspond  with  those  of  Mr.  Thompson 
rather  than  with  the  Standard  as  it  should  be  inter- 
preted." 

That  is  what  brought  about  the  situation  at  the  last 
Garden  show  where  Mr.  Thompson  liad  the  field  very 
much  to  himself.  From  present  indications  it  will  re- 
quire quite  the  shrewdest  diplomacy  in  the  history  of 
poultry  shows  in  America  to  enable  the  <  rardeu  to  retain 
its  preeminence  as  a  Barred  Rock  show.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son takes  "the  stakes"  in  the  game  just  closed,  but 
(!oming  premier  competitions  in  this  variety  will  be 
staged  where  his  principal  competitors  determine,  and 
judged  by  judges  of  their  choice,  and  to  hold  his  pres- 
tige, he  must  "go  to  it"  and  beat  them  under  con- 
ditions of  their  choosing. 

The  conditions  in  this  class  at  the  (iarden,  and  con- 
ditions resulting  from  them,  have  been  bad  for  Barred 
Rock  trade  generally.  This  variety  has  got  more  of  the 
undesirable  efTects  of  some  conditions  that  are  general 
than  others,  because  of  the  way  interest  centered  in  one 
show.  The  disposition  of  buyers  to  patronize  those  who 
have  just  made  big  winnings  is  something  beyond  direct 
control.  Perhaps  something  might  be  done  indirectly 
to  overcome  it.  Business  conditions  are  better  when 
there  is  more  stability  in  them,  and  when  the  trade  in  a 
variety  is  somewhat  distributed. 
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The  Display  of  Eggs  and  Mr.  Horace  Vose's  Turkeys  at  the  Boston  Show,  1896 


"THE  CULT"  AND  THE 
CULTURED 

IN  ORDERING  a  subscription  and  the 
insertion  of  a  classified  advertisement 
a  poultryinan  in  Massachusetts  says : 
"Sample  copy  of  Farm-Poultry  received, 
and  I  note  that  somehow  it  is  '  different ' 
from  the  stereotyped  poultry  journals  that 
I  have  grown  tired  of.  Your  general  at- 
titude seems  rather  trenchant.  There 
doesn't  seem  to  be  so  much,  if  any,  of 
what  I  call  'flapdoodle.'  I  hardly  im- 
agine you  to  be  particularly  popular 
among  the  'cult.'  Anyhow,  I  want  to 
read  what  you  have  to  say  for  a  year. 
Perhaps  you  will  unloose  your  facilepen 
in  behalf  of  the  modest  egg  which  is 
ha^nng  a  hard  time  of  it  at  the  hands  of 
the  stevedores  of  the  parcel  post. ' ' 

If  I  knew  just  what  Mr.  C.  means  by 
the  "cult"  I  could  tell  better  whether  his 
idea  of  my  relation  to  it  is  correct.  Gen- 
erally speaking,   we    assume   that  the 


"cult"  in  any  class — as  poultry  keepers — 
constitutes  that  element  which,  by  reason 
of  its  special  interest,  whether  sporting 
or  commercial,  is  more  wise  to  what  is 
going  on  than  the  ordinary  person  inter- 
ested in  the  subject.  With  this  suppo- 
sition of  better  working  knowledge  we 
sometimes  also  associate  the  idea  that 
those  of  the  "  cult  "  are  quite  generally 
disposed  to  "work"  the  rank  and  file  for 
their  own  advantage. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  is  possible  upon 
this  or  any  other  definition  that  may  be 
devised  to  separate  those  interested  in 
poultry  into  two  distinct  classes:  One 
"wise"  to  all  the  ways  of  the  poultry 
world  and  the  tricks  of  the  trade,  or  rules 
of  the  game  —  whichever  you  prefer  — 
and  the  other  unversed  in  these  things 
and  chiefly  qualified  to  play  the  role  of 
sucker.  The  test  of  any  such  definition 
comes  in  its  application  to  individuals. 
Very  few  individuals  fall  plainly  into  a 
class  according  to  any  simple  specifica- 
tions. 


But,  in  a  general  way,  we  have  one 
class  of  poultrymen  and  more  or  less  near- 
poultrymen  who  conceive  it  to  be  good 
policy  to  promote,  or  at  least  not  to  op- 
pose or  criticise  that  which  purports  to  be 
for  the  development  of  poultry  interests, 
and  it  is  this  class,  I  imagine,  that  con- 
stitutes the  "cult"  with  which  my  corre- 
spondent supposes  I  am  not  very  popular. 

Now  I  have  never  concerned  myself 
about  popularity,  nor  when  it  seemed 
clear  to  me  that  a  thing  ought  to  be  said 
have  I  refrained  from  saying  it  because 
to  say  it  would  give  oflense.  And  no 
doubt  many  persons  and  groups  have 
taken  oflense  at  statements  I  have  made 
that  were  not  calculated  to  promote  their 
ideas  or  their  interests  as  they  appeared 
to  them.  But  I  do  not  think  that  my  at- 
titude has  made  me  anything  like  as  un- 
popular with  this  class  of  people  as  it  has 
with  the  beginners  and  novices  whose 
disposition  to  accept  every  supposedly 
new  thing  that  is  promising  and  at  all 
plausibly  presented  makes  them  easy  vie- 


Owen  Farms'  Birds 
Are  Famous 

For  their  SUPERB  UTILITY  QUAL- 
ITIES as  well  as  being  UNBEAT- 
ABLE IN  THE  SHOW  ROOM. 

PULLETS  FROM  MY 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES 
S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
and  S.C.WHITE  LEGHORNS 
Have  made  records  well  over  the  L'nu 
egg  mark  in  the  trap  nests  of  my  cus- 
tomers. They  have  bone,  size,  healili, 
vigor  and  prepotpncy.    They  lay  and 
pay,  anil  will  do  e(|nally  well  for  you. 

A  DECEMBER  SPECIAL 

Stione.  '•tiir<l.v,  selected  ruiite  i^i'ouii 
i'ockerels,  $5,  $7.50  aii<l  $10  each 

E.xoepllonal  iiuallty  for  the  price  uiiU  from  best 
blood  lines.  Genuine  bargains  and  worth  more 

Graiiil  Ejdiilioii  Birns 

To  Win  Any  Show  in  America 

370  Owen  Farms'  Birds  Ha\  e  Won 
First  Prizes  at  Madison  Square 
Garden,  New  York 

Write  me  your  exact  wants  and 
let  me  quote  you 

Carefully  selected  males  or  carefully 
mated  trios  and  pens  to  produce  young- 
sters of  the  highest  class.  Line  bred 
birds  at  lower  prices  than  you  can  buy 
birds  approaching  them  in  producing 
value. 

Place  your  order  early  and  have  the 
choice  of  my  large  number  of  OLD 
and  YOUNG  BIRDS 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  Every 
Customer  Every  Time 

And  this  guarantee  is  backed  by 
my  26  years  experience  in  sell- 
ing thoroughbred  poultry 

PKIXTKI)   MATTEU  FKKK 

OWEN  FARMS, 

I  22  William  Street, 
VINEYARD  HAVEN,  MASS. 

MAURICE  F.  HELANO.  I'ropiietor. 
FRANK  H.  DAVEY.  Su|)eriiiteii<Ient. 


I   WANT  THE  NAME  OF  EVERY 

WYANDOTTE  BREEDER 

Send  no  Money  '""^^rZ^T 

J.  E.  VAX  DUZEE  Jr., 
Carrier  50  ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 


MAKING  POULTRY  PAY 

depends  more  on  the  knowicdRe  you 
have  of  Poultry  Culture  than  on  expen- 
sive equipment  or  extensive  apace. 

Lc't  Director  Cjuisenbt*rry  teach  you  how  to 
nmko  a  iroud  livini;  ood  a  nice  profit  from  a 
fio.-k  of  thrifty  hcna. 

If  you  want  to  pavomone^  and  make  money 
In  tho  poultry  buHincBs  write  ub  today  for  our 
larKolll'iiitratf-'il  Frae  Book,  "UoDuro  and  Scnso 
in  Uio  Poultry  Busincaii. ' ' 

AMERrCAN  SCHOOL  OF  POULTRY  HUSBANDRY 
Box  69  Mountain  Grova,  Missouri. 


The  Egg  Display  at  the  Boston  Show,  1898 


Your  Prize  Winners— Your  Egg  Layers 

Miiet  be  kept  crowiner.  Thej  need  and  must  have- 
the  proper  ei:c  l>one.  iiuigrle.  and  feather  develop- 
Intr  feedH. 

Orr's  Poultry  Feeds 

are  noted  for  llielr  I'lii'ity  and  Fr<;Kliiiess.  Are 
the  Ideal  feeds  for  the  trrowlne  chick,  nioltlnf;,  or 
layine  fon-l.   Tlie  utmost  in  Poultry  FeetN. 

Send  for  circular  and  price  llBt. 
Wm.  Orr  &  .Sons.  Box  3.  Orr's  Mills.  >".  V. 

Adjustable  Clinch 

CII^  POULTRY  BANDS 

I  U.  P   >><'  hi  tter  mad.-.   2.),  20c.:  .50. 

I    /  ^llFL/^  IW.  I35c.:  200,  tl:  500,  t2.2.'5. 

L*  t-' V^"^^1J  Numbered  as  desired.  Samples 

FRANK  CKCSS.  Box  503,  Montatfne.  Mass. 
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tims  not  merely  of  the  crooks  and  half- 
crooks,  who  are  not  very  numerous,  but 
of  the  errors  and  foUies  of  well-meaning 
people  who  are  themselves  deluded  in  the 
things  they  offer  for  sale  or  advocate  for 
practice. 

The  great  majority  of  "  beginners  "  in 
poultry  keeping  have  been  attracted  to  it 
by  exaggerated  statements  of  its  possibil- 
ities. They  do  not  know  of  its  diflicul- 
ties,  and  resent  being  told  of  them. 
They  add  to  whatever  plan  may  have 
attracted  their  attention  a  variety  of 
notions  of  tlieir  own  and  then  submit  the 
resulting  plan  to  someone  supposed  to  be 
an  authority.  Ostensibly,  the  object  of 
this  is  to  secure  expert  criticism  of  the 
plan,  .\ctually,  in  nine  cases  out  of 
every  ten  the  object  of  such  inquiry  is  to 
secure  the  supposed  expert's  approval  of 
the  novice's  plan.  This  is  made  very 
plain  by  the  way  the  novice  acts  when  he 
is  given  what  he  said  he  wanted.  As  a 
rule,  nothing  will  shake  his  faith  in  the 
merit  of  his  ideas,  but  he  conceives  a  very 
poor  opinion  of  an  "authority"  who  can- 
not immediately  see  the  merit  that  he 
supposes  is  in  them,  and  he  not  only 
turns  to  some  other  source  for  "  aid  and 
comfort,"  but  to  the  extent  of  his  oppor- 
tunity labors  diligently  to  discredit  a  per- 
son or  a  paper  that  has  given  him  unac- 
ceptable advice. 

The  prime  reason  why  most  poultry 
papers  are  vehicles  for  the  discussion  of 
all  sorts  of  impractical  and  worthless 
ideas  is  because  that  is  the  sort  of  stuff 
that  suits  the  average  reader.  I  may  add 
that  the  prime  reason  why  the  average 
beginner  drops  out  of  poultry  keeping 
after  a  year  or  two  is  because  he  reads  so 
much  of  this  stuff  that  he  becomes  hope- 
lessly confused  on  the  subject.  As  a  gen- 
eral rule,  the  novice  who  has  taken  of- 
fense because  of  my  failure  to  indorse  his 
plans  and  encourage  him  to  follow  them 
out  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
me  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Only 
once  [in  a  long  time  does  it  happen  that 
when  he  realizes  that  the  advice  I  gave 
him  was  what  he  needed  he  comes  back 


to  me  for  further  advice.  From  what  1 
know  of  a  number  of  individual  cases  I 
suppose  that  most  people  in  such  circum- 
stances prefer  to  seek  sound  advice  from 
someone  else  who  will  not  know  how  they 
blundered  in  spite  of  warning. 

Tlioee  who  may  be  considered  of  the 
"cult,""  who  have  taken  offense  at  my 
plain  speaking  very  seldom  make  it  in 
any  sense  a  personal  grievance  or  allow 
it  to  in  any  way  aflect  their  personal  re- 
lations with  me.  Some  of  the  men  with 
whom  I  often  am  at  odds  in  print  I  (!0unt 
among  my  best  personal  friends.  Many 
of  those  engaged  in  various  lines  of  poul- 
try business  who  consider  the  prevalent 
methods  of  promoting  business  the  best 
business  policy,  still  consider  it  advisable 
that  with  most  papers  following  this 
policy,  there  should  be  a  few  —  at  least 
one  -  pursuing  a  diHerent  couise,  and 
by  its  conservatism  and  plain  criticism 
restraining  the  general  tentiency  to  in- 
flation of  ideas  in  the  poultry  world. 
This  is  not  my  view  of  the  sphere  of  this 
paper,  but  it  is  a  not  uncommonly  ex- 
pressed view  of  its  function. 

Indiana    Poultrymen  Meet 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Indiana  State 
Poultry  Association  will  beheld  at  Purdue 
University,  LaFayette,  on  Tuesday,  Jan- 
uary 11,  This  association  meeting 
is  part  of  the  big  poultry  week  held  in 
connection  with  the  Farmers'  Short 
Course  at  Purdue.  As  is  customary  with 
the  older  live  stock  associations,  one 
afternoon  will  be  given  over  to  the  poul- 
try association.  Educational  poultry  lec- 
tures and  demonstrations,  given  by  the 
poultry  division  of  the  University,  will 
occupy  the  balance  of  the  week,  and  will 
bring  together  many  of  the  poultry  men 
and  women  of  the  state. 

During  the  State  Poultry  Association 
section,  there  will  be  an  endeavor  to  plan 
more  constructive  work  for  advancing  the 
many  poultry  interests  of  the  state.  Pres- 
ident A.  K.  Martz,  of  the  association, 
will  deliver  the  opening  address.  Frank 
E.  Herring,  member  of  the  association 
board  of  directors,  will  have  a  special 
message  to  the  members.  Ed.  S.  Hobart, 
of  VVilliamsport,  will  discuss  the  farmers' 
relation  to  the  industry.  _  J.  F.  Stras- 


Principal 
Not  connected  with 
any  other  company. 


I've  Been  Building  Incubators  So  Long  that  they  call 
me  the  Daddy  of  Artificial  Incubation 

When  incubators 
were  new  I  built 
them  so  good  that 

my  customers  of  those  days  are  my  customers  today. 
From  the  very  first  I  built  the  best  incubator  I  knew 
how.  It  was  the  best  incubator  possible  to  build.  My  in- 
cubators today  are  better  than  they  were  then  because  I 
have  learned  how  to  build  them  better.  Today  my 
machines  have  no  equal  for  hatching  a  strong,  vigorous 
chick  from  every  hatchable  egg,  for  economy  of  fuel  and 
labor,  for  appearance  and  for  durability.  And,  best  of  all, 
for  you 

THE  NEW  BUFFALO  INCUBATORS 

  and  BROODERS,  too  

are  just  as  well  built  as  any  Standard  Incubator  on  the 
market  but  cost  25%  to  33%  less.  You  do  not  need  to 
pay  more  than  my  price  for  the  best  incubator  your  money 
can  buy.  You  cannot  get  more  real  value  no  matter  how 
much  you  pay. 

The  Buffalo  Colony  Brooder  is  a 

complete  Home  Chicken  Raiser.  Can 
be  operated  without  shelter  when  it  is 
10  degrees  below  zero. 

The  New  Buffalo  Coal-Heated  Brood- 
er Stove  and  Hover,  Price  $15,  will 
brood  from  100  to  1,000  chicks  for  less 
money  than  lamp-heated  hovers.  The 
controll  on  this  stove  is  perfect,  and  it 
requires  very  little  attention. 

Write  for  my  circular  now  before  you  forget  it. 

CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS,  Pres. 


Let  me  tell  you  how  one , 
customer  makes  an  income  I 
of  $1,569.89  with  a 
Buffalo  Equipment. 

Here's  a  "luinian  interest" 
slory.  Mr.Caiter,  a  carpenter, 
after  a  long  spell  of  sickness, 
that  left  him  almost  a  cripple, 
undertook  to  make  a  living 
with  poultry. 

The  fourth  year  he  carried 
over  550  layers.  The  market 
eggs  were  all  sold  through  a 
commission  house.  The  year- 
lings brought  75^  each.  A  few 
hatching  eggs  were  sold.  The 
total  receipts  were  $2,793.07. 
The  total  expenditure  for  the 
the  year  was  $1,228.18.  The 
net  profit  on  the  investment 
and  labor  $1,569.89. 

Everyone  interested  in 
making  money  out  of  poultry 
should  ask  for  our  circular. 


Buffalo  Incubator  Company 


DEWITT  ST.  No.  4(i,S, 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


burger,  vice-president  of  the  association, 
has  promised  an  educational  demonstra- 
tion of  the  washing  and  preparing  a  bird 
for  the  show  room.  A  business  meeting 
will  follow.  All  but  the  business  meeting 
will  be  open  to  the  public,  and  in  turn 
the  members  of  the  association  present 
are  invited  to  spend  the  remainder  of  the 
week  at  Purdue. 

Farmers'  Short  Course  always  brings  a 
big  crowd  to  Purdue,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
every  person  interested  in  bettering  In- 
diana's poultry  conditions  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  dual  meeting  the  eecond 
week  in  January.  Programs  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Secretary,  A.  G.  Philips, 
Lafayette,  Indiana. 


HAYWARD'S 

WHile  PlioutI  RocKs 

Have  been  bred  for  utility  and  exhibition 
excellence  for  many  years.  They  are 
profitable  producers,  and  were  in  the  front 
rank  as  up-to-date  winners,  making  hieli 
records  at  Boston  and  Brockton  this  year. 
If  ill  need  of  stock  of  high  quality  iet  us 
liear  from  you.  Wo  will  quote  reasonable 
prices  and  iriiarantee  honorable  treatment 

W.  F.  HAYWARD, 

WESTBORO,  MASS. 


THE  OLD  RELIABLE 

tANBERT:$ 

DEATH  TO  LICE 


has  been  used  over  30  years  by 

Successful  Poultrymen 
•  u Clean  Fowls 

Is  just  the  thing  for  sitters,  as  it  does  not  harm  eggs 
or  chicka.  Keep  your  hens  free  from  lice  and  they 
will  thrive  and  be  pr .  fitable.  100  oz.  $1.00;  48  oz.  50 
cts..  15  oz.  25  cts.  Large  sample  of  Powder  or  Head- 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.  'Secrets  of  Sticceas  with  PouL- 
try''  Itv  D.  J.  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 

THE  KLEIN-LAMBERT  CO.,  426  Traders  Bldg.,ChicaBo 


Mirimichi  Quality 

Sm  Cm  Rhode  Island  Reds 
White  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  White  Wyandottesm 

Winners  at  Xr\i  Yorli.  lioston,  Bioi  ltton,  Piovi- 
ili-nce,  and  Attlcboro.  Cockerels,  Pullets. 
Coclfsand  Hens  that  will  win  for  you.  Prices 


l.nv. 


ritlsliirl  ion  (.'"arantci'il.    Catalogue  froi 


MIRIMICHI  POULTRY  FARM. 

FOXBORO,  MASS. 

\V.  H.  S.V.lIiT,  Mana;,'er. 


.r^-a* ^ _-  .1. .  .Li-j  ...  .1. 


The  Egg  Exhibit,  Boston  Show,  1899 


Poultry  and  Pigeon  Supplies 

Q  A  I  flip  r  90  POULTRY  FEEDS 
OnVnUL  0  ARE  UNEQUALED 

KaiM'y  Kir<ls  for  IJre^cIiiic  I'nriioses.  Eifcs 
for  Hatc'liiiii;  in  season.   Send  for  Cataloe. 

C.  T.  SAVAGE, 

67  North  Market  St.,  Boston.  Mass. 
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Dough  Cart  on  its  Rounds  on  a  Rhode  Island  Farm 


SOME  PROBLEMS  OF  EGG 
PRODUCTION 

EDITOK;Fak.m-Poujltry  :— Your  article 
"Increasing  the  Egg  Yield  in  Large 
Flocks,"  in  your  October  issue,  re- 
minds me  that  I  have  been  very  tardy  in 
giving  you  further  information  regarding 
our  Hock  as  you  reijuested.  I  am  a  very 
busy  farmer  and  poultryman.  I  did  not 
know  just  what  information  you  wished, 
and  to  be  exact,  I  did  not  know  just  what 
I  wished  to  know  about  our  flock  for  the 
reason  that  our  new  poultry  house  last 
fall  was  not  completed  until  December,  so 
we  did  not  have  a  good  show  for  winter 
eggs. 

I  thank  you  for  your  consideration  of 
my  letter  of  inquiry,  and  for  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  your  article,  which  I 
think  quite  generally  covers  the  subject. 
If  it  is  not  too  late  to  further  consider  the 
subject  as  efl'ecting  our  particular  con- 
dition, may  I  give  you  that  information 
now  ? 

Our  stock  came  from  neighboring  farm 
flocks  which  did  not  make  a  specialty  of 
winter  eggs,  but  stock  was  healthy  and 
vigorous  and  came  from  well  known 
strains.  Our  present  stock  runs  large. 
We  killed  two  abnormally  large  year  old 
hens  that  weighed  o%  pounds  each. 
Have  a  few  pullets  that  weigh  4y_.  pounds 
at  six  or  seven  months.  But  I  credited 
this  size  to  what  we  call  ideal  growing 
conditions.  Pullets  have  free  range  and 
a  four  acre  black  raspberry  patch,  with 
Cornell  rations  hopper  fed. 

Our  seasons  work  with  young  stock 
was:  March  8th,  eggs  tested  91%  fertile, 
hatched  looO  chicks  from  2200  eggs.  From 
1450  of  these  we  raised  630  pullets,  (i24 
broilers  and  cockerels.  All  chicks  were 
hatched  from  March  30th  to  May  Ist. 
Found  first  pullet  egg  August  8th.  First 
lot  of  pullets  (10."))  laid  .3n  eggs  before 
they  were  five  months  old. 

At  this  time  (September  21st)  we  com- 
menced putting  pullets  in  winter  house. 
By  October  1st  they  were  all  in.  Rut, 
l,hey  have  not  gotten  to  laying  as  we  ex- 
pect d.    From  iiL'5  i)nllets  we  trot  from  .".n 


to  4")  eggs  a  day.  There  is  an  increase 
now  (October  27th)  for  the  last  ten  days. 
Before  that,  egg  yield  made  no  gain  as  a 
good  number  were  laying  when  put  in 
winter  quarters.  Would  it  be  better  policy 
to  move  pullets  to  winter  quarters  before 
they  are  matured  and  start  laying?  Would 
the  efiect  upon  egg  production  be  less? 
For  the  best  results  in  fall  and  winter 
eggs  what  do  you  consider  the  right  time 
to  house  the  pullets,  and  the  right  time 
for  them  to  commence  laying? 

Our  houses  are  large,  well  lighted,  and 
ventilated;  850  birds  have  4,U00  square 
feet  of  floor  space,  dust  pens  and  free 
range  when  they  choose.  They  are  kept 
in  flocks  of  250  to  300  birds. 

Our  feeding  system  is  from  64  to  70 
quarts  grain  in  deep  litter  at  night  (four 
o'clock)  mixture  of  three  measures  wheat 
to  two  measures  cracked  corn.  I  am  un- 
decided as  to  the  proper  amount  at  this 
feeding,  as  Cornell  recommends  just  what 
the  hens  will  clean  up  at  night  with  a 
light  feed  in  the  morning  — one  pint  to 
every  30  hens.  But  recently  I  visited  a 
large  (2800  hens)  and  very  successful 
plant  where  the  egg  yield  is  known  to  be 
large.  Their  system  was  to  feed  at  night 
all  the  birds  would  clean  up  by  about 
ten  o'clock  the  next  morning.  We  wish 
to  feed  all  we  can  at  this  feeding  and  still 
have  the  birds  active  and  eat  a  right 
amount  of  dry  mash.  This  seems  to  be 
one  of  the  problems  of  the  dry  mash  sys- 
tem, and  with  us  comes  only  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  As  heavy  egg  production 
starts  in  February,  the  hens  seem  greedy 
for  the  dry  mash  and  will  readily  eat  one- 
half  as  much  mash  by  weight  as  of  grain. 

In  the  morning  we  feed  ten  quarts  oats. 
At  pre'^ent  our  flocks  (8-50)  are  eating 
about  36  pounds  of  dry  mash  a  day  from 
hoppers  open  at  all  times,  of  a  mixture 
of  100  pounds  each  of  standard  bran, 
14%  protein,  (guaranteed  analysis  in 
each  case);  flour  middlings,  17%  protein; 
best  beef  scrap,  50%  protein ;  gluten 
feed,  23%  to  25%  protein;  and  corn  meal; 
25  pounds  each  of  linseed  meal  and  alfalfa 
meal ;  and  2  pounds  of  salt.  Will  you 
kindly  criticise  this  mash?  Is  this  mash 
l^etter  for  the  oil  meal  and  alfalfa?  \\'e 


Star-Egg-O  tones  up  the  fowl's  system, aids  its  digestion, 
and  helps  it  through  the  moult.  It  is  the  Egg  Tonic  that 
puts  the  eggs  in  the  basket  and  the  dollars  in 
the  bank.    Packages  25c,  50c,  and  $1.00. 

THE  STAR  ROUP  POWDER 

is  just  the  thing  to  have  around  at  this  season  of  the  year,  be- 
cause it  will  prevent  and  cure  the  Roup.    Packages  25c,  50c. 

The  Star  Poultry  and  Live  Stock  Tonics,  Remedies  and  Foods 
are  a  superior  line  for  the  poultryman  and  live  stock  breeder. 
Send  for  catalogue.    If  your  dealer  can  not  supply  you,  write, 

GOLDEN  &  COMPANY,  Sales  Agenta, 
WASHINGTON,  ».  C. 

"Each  package  is  its  own  guarantee  and  you  don't  want  your  money  back**. 


^AR.lREiME'OV.C. 


intend  using  our  alfalfa  cut  fine  instead 
of  buying  the  meal.  Should  the  oil  meal 
be  put  in  every  mixture?  With  corn 
meal,  gluten  feed,  and  white  hominy, 
with  respectively  $28  S2S  and  §30  —  ( at 
Buffalo  freight  13  7.10  cents  per  lOo)  has 
one  any  advantage  over  the  other  in  a 
mash?  Would  a  mash  be  just  as  good 
having  only  corn  meal  of  the  three?  Is 
the  proportion  of  beef  scrap  right,  and 
does  the  bran  give  bulk  enough  without 
the  alfalfa  meal? 

October  28th.  Today  I  have  increased 
night  feeding  to  70  quarts; — this  leaves  a 
little  in  litter  for  morning — and  have 


changed  grain  mixture  to  equal  parts 
cracked  corn  and  wheat  (wheat  at  $1  a 
bushel  and  corn  at  $30  per  ton).  Also 
have  put  beef  scrap  in  hoppers  open  at 
all  times,  and  at  noon  feeding  fine  cut 
alfalfa  scalded,  with  a  small  amount  of 
regular  mash  mixed  in. 

All  this  "a-do"  about  our  system,  etc., 
is  to  determine  if  our  management  is 
right,  were  our  pullets  hatched  at  the 
right  time,  and  other  conditions  which 
effect  winter  egg  production  as  they  should 
be.  (A  man  from  Cornell  looked  our 
pullets  over  and  selected  our  breeding 
pen  August  l")th.    He  said  that  our  pul- 


Breediug  Ducks  at  Weber  Bros.'  Farm,  Wrentham,  Mass. 


DO  IT  NOWi 

Don't  wait  until  the  laet  minute  and  tliiuk  you  will  be  able  to  get  Feb- 
ruary, March  or  April  chicks.  For  several  years  we  have  always  been 
liookeil  up  to  our  full  capacity  weeks  ahead  of  our  ahlpmente,  and 
orders  are  now  coniiner  faster  than  ever.  Our  capacity  of  60,1KK)  egjfa 
at  one  hatch  will  be  a(?aiu  taxed  to  the  limit  of  productl<m.  Kemem- 
ber  we  have  only  one  breed 

SINGLE  COMB  WHITE  LEGHORNS 


and  they  are  stralL'lit  Amoikaii  Bred  Leuhorns:  no  mixtures  with 
forelcn  blodd.  We  have  tried  out  the  olliers  and  are  Ballgfied  that  the 
Aiiierlcau  Lechorii  is  the  fliiost  in  the  world  wlien  properly  bred.  By 
praotic'inur  a  little  patience  the  Ameriean  Leghorn  will  lay  more  eKKS, 
lay  larger  et.'gs,  lay  whiter  csgs,  and  look  better  tiian  any  other  type  of 
Lephorns  on  earth. 

We  are  trapnestlng  every  good  bird  on  our  farm,  and  have  quantities  of  birds  that  beat  200  eggs. 
We  own  the  fourth  winninfr  pen  at  Storrs  1915  LaylnK  Contest.  This  pen  of  ten  Leehorns  areraKed 
lflG.2  egBB.  We  were  only  11  eggs  behind  the  winning  pen.  Three  seasons  ago.  without  trapnestlnK. 
we  averaged  for  every  pullet  on  lour  farms  during  their  first  laying  year,  172  and  a  fraction  eggs. 
Not  only  is  our  strain  bred  to  lay,  but  they  are  bicd  for  quality  and  size  of  egg,  and  our  strain  will 
welgli  more  than  the  average. 

We  have  built  up  the  largest  business  on  White  Leghorns  —  with  possibly  one  exception  —  of  any 
breeder  in  the  country,  and  we  have  done  this,  not  by  yellow  advertising,  but  by  giving  honest 
value  to  every  customer.  The  secret  of  our  success  Is  that  our  customers  usually  niaki>  good  with 
the  stock  we  ship,  and  our  customers  are  our  frii  nils  who  stay  by  us  year  after  year. 

READ  THIS  TESTIMONIAL 

Huntington  Hill  Farms,  lioxbury,  Conn,,  Oct.  16, 1915. 
The  Kverlay  Farms,  Methuen,  iMass., 

Oentleiuen:  — The  30(X)  chicks  I  bought  from  you  last  spring  hare  done  splen- 
didly. We  raised  over  W/li  of  tbcm,  got  a  high  percentage  of  pullets,  and  these 
pullets  are  now  laying  over  40'? .  You  certainly  are  to  be  congratulated  on  your 
stock,  and  I  have  taken  pleasure  In  recommending  your  birds  to  a  number  of 
friends.  I  shall  probably  need  a  number  of  chicks  next  spring,  and  you  will  hear 
from  me  when  I  know  ileflnltoly  what  I  am  going  to  do. 

I  want  to  try  breeding  from  a  lew  of  the  more  mature  pullets,  and  to  ilo  this  will 
need  a  few  cocks,  yearllngH,  or  two  year  i>Uls.  Have  you  anything  In  that  line  at 
present,  and  at  what  price?   With  best  wishes,  I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

F.   HUNTINOTON  CLAUK. 

W'f  have  hutidreds  inori-  lesllmonlals  reci'lved  this  year  inst  as  good. 

WHY  TAKE  CHANCES  IN  PLACING  YOUR  ORDER  FOR  CHICKS 

to  save  a  cent  or  two  cents  a  chick?  Our  chicks  are  the  cheapest  in  the  long  run  because  they  live 
and  mature  Into  line,  healthy,  good  sized  pullet«  that  will  average  to  lay  you  as  many  or  more  eggs 
than  any  other  strain  you  could  buy,  taking  your  Hock  record. 

Another  reason  foi-  our  success  hns  been  (jur  reasonable  prices.  They  vary  from  13c.  to  lic.  u 
chick,  according  lo  whether  you  buy  In  lot-s  of  25  or  'iilOO,  aiul  the  prices  are  just  the  same  in  Febru- 
ary, March,  April,  ami  until  the  I5lh  of  .May.    After  May  15th  .inr  [)rl<'c-s  are:  lOc,  lie,  and  12c. 


WE  SHALL  HATCH 


5.000  Chicks  a  Week  in  February 
12,000  Cliicks  a  Week  in  April 


10.000  Cliicks  a  Week  in  March 
12,000  Chicks  a  Week  in  May 


K<;GS  for  H ATCHIN<;  — '.to';  guaranteed  fertile  at  only  »8  per  KKI:  cheaper  In  1,000  lots. 

Special  nuitlngs  from  high  class  record  layers,  the  finest  on  our  farms,  W  and  |5  per  sitting. 
100  SI'LKXniD  BRKEI>ING  COCKEREL.S  that  will  weigh  ■);.  to  7  pounds:  all  bred 

from  grand  layers,  $3,  fS,  and  $7..'>(l.    If  your  Leghorns  are  small  send  to  UB  for  one  of  our  six 

or  seven  pound  cockerels  to  Improve  your  size. 
7.5  YEARLIN<;  COCK.S  — grand  utility  birds  at  to  each:  a  few  extra  quality  at  ti-'iO. 
LAYING  PULLETS  FROM  $2.   We  make  a  specialty  of  mating  u|)  trios,  pens,  etc.,  and  these 

birds  have  got  to  please  you  or  your  money  back.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  to  every  customer. 
SEND  FOR  OUR  !»(!  PAGF:  <'ATAL0G  which  fully  describes  our  Leghorn  plant.   It  Is 

well  worth  tl  to  every  new  beginner.    Free  for  the  asking. 

THE  EVERLAY  FARM,      Box  240-C,       METHUEN,  MASS. 
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lets  were  a  fine  lot).  We  believe  that 
our  egg  production  ia  under  what  it  should 
be — 100  eggs  per  hen.  We  know  that 
our  feeding  system  has  been  at  fault. 
But  it  does  not  seena  that  our  present  low 
egg  production  could  be  altogether  due 
to  that.  For  this  reason  we  wish  to  get 
our  management  and  feeding  right  and 
determine  if  the  fault  is  in  the  stock. 

If  so,  how  may  we  improve  our  stock? 
One  Cornell  man  says  in  answer  to  this 
question:  Cull  early  molters,  and  select 
by  other  exterior  characters.  There  was 
an  arJicle  describing  this  method  in  a 
poultry  number  of  Cornell  Countryman, 
published  about  six  months  ago,  by  Pro- 
fessor Rice,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  (I  am 
glad  to  see  an  article  by  Professor  Rice  in 
your  paper,  and  hope  to  see  more  of 
them).  One  looking  to  the  poultry  press 
for  the  solution  of  a  problem  like  ours 
finds  these  terms:  '"Strains  of  high  pro- 
ducers," "Hens  bred  to  lay  winter  eggs," 
and  about  mating  your  liock  with  cocks 
from  high  producing  hens.  What  do 
these  terms  mean  other  than  popular 
phrases  in  up-to-date  advertising?  It  is 
now  that  tiie  question  arises:  Just  what 
has  been  proven  by  the  trap  nest?  To 
what  extent  does  a  high  producing  hen 
transmit  her  power  to  lay  eggs,  and  how? 
In  all  these  considerations  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  constitutional  vigor  is  the 
foundation  of  all  productiveness.  Then 
is  it  just  as  well  to  get  your  stock  from 
healthy  specimens  which  are  low  pro- 
ducers? ( I  take  it  for  granted  there  are 
such).  Or  is  there  a  short  cut  by  way  of 
the  high  producing  hen,  and  if  so,  how 
much  of  a  short  cut  shall  we  take? 

F.  E. 


The  case  Mr.  E.  presents  brings  up 
(luestions  the  satisfactory  discussion  of 
which  would  fill  an  issue  of  a  poultry 
paper,  or  till  the  time  in  a  protrracted 
session  of  a  poultry  institute.  The  beat 
that  1  can  do  with  the  case  at  this  time  is 
to  take  up  the  most  important  points  and 
the  direct  question.?  and  make  comments 
and  replies  to  give  my  views  or  the  facts 
as  I  understand  them  without  attempting 
to  give  reasons  at  all  fully. 

The  ideal  way  to  handle  pullets  to  have 
them  begin  laying  promptly  at  maturity 
and  avoid  breaks  due  to  changes  in  con- 
ditions of  life  is  to  put  them  into  the 
quarters  that  they  are  to  occupy  as  layers 
while  they  are  quite  small.  The  difficulty 
in  doing  this  is  that  the  houses  for  laying 
and  breeding  stock  are  usually  needed  for 
the  old  stock  until  mid-summer  at  earliest, 
and  many  are  not  available  for  the  pullets 
until  late  in  the  fall.  We  have  to  do  the 
best  that  we  can  under  such  conditions, 
and  against  losses  of  pullets'  eggs  on  ac- 
count of  the  unfavorable  etiects  of  change 
upon  some  pullets  that  have  laid,  or  are 
near  laying,  we  must  put  eggs  produced 
by  the  old  stock  that  is  keeping  the  pul- 
lets out  of  the  laying  houses.  Then,  too, 
it  is  not  usually  possible  to  have  all  the 
range  desirable  for  growing  stock  attached 
to  winter  houses. 

While  there  is  nearly  always  some 
chei'k  on  laying  when  stock  is  moved  at 
this  season,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
in  this  case  the  feeding  has  more  to  do 
with  it  than  the  change  of  (piarters. 
Apparently  Mr.  E.  came  to  this  conclu- 
sion, for  in  his  postscript  he  tells  of  in- 
creasing the  amount  of  food.  It  is  always 
safest  to  feed  in  such  amount  and  way 
that  you  are  sure  the  birds  all  get  enough 
to  eat  without  working  too  hard  for  it.  I 
very  much  prefer  the  plan  of  the  farmer 
who  feeds  grain  enough  to  last  until 
10  A.  M.  next  day  to  the  plan  of  feeding 
to  have  the  hens  clean  up  the  grain  at 
night.  Indeed  I  think  that  it  is  often  a 
good  plan  to  give  the  birds  cracked  corn 


where  they  can  eat  it  freely  just  before 
fhisk,  so  that  by  the  way  they  eat  this 
you  can  tell  how  near  they  can  get  a  full 
meal  when  they  have  to  scratch  for  it.  If 
—  as  I  understand  it  —  Mr.  Iv  feeds  his 
pullets  grain  in  hoppers  while  on  range, 
and  changes  to  grain  in  deep  litter  when 
they  go  into  winter  quarters,  it  would  be 
some  days  before  they  would  acquire  the 
habit  of  working  the  litter.  In  any  case 
it  is  desirable  to  frecjnently  test  by  such 
practice  whether  the  stock  is  getting  full 
meals  or  simply  eating  for  its  bear  retjuire- 
ments. 

Also,  I  think  it  better  to  feed  hard 
grains  more  liberally  and  not  skimp  the 
hens  on  them  to  force  them  to  eat  more 
dry  mash.  In  the  dry  mash  described  I 
would  substitute  ground  oats  for  the 
gluten  and  use  only  half  as  much  beef 
scrrap,  or  if  ground  oats  are  not  available 
substitute  fifty  pounds  each  of  corn  meal 
and  bran  for  the  gluten. 

The  terms  high  producer  and  low  pro- 
ducer as  now  commonly  used  do  not  seem 
to  me  to  mean  much  in  practical  breed- 
ing operations.  Early  winter  egg  produc- 
tion depends  primarily  upon  having  the 
pullets  ready  to  lay  at  the  beginning  of 
winter.  To  do  this,  they  must  be  hatched 
within  a  comparatively  short  period  in 
the  spring.  The  heaviest  layer  can  pro- 
duce eggs  for  chicks  to  come  out  in  that 
period  that  will  give  usually  not  more 
than  a  dozen  pullets  hatched  at  the  time 
desired  that  will  mature  and  pass  on  care- 
ful selection.  With  operations  on  a  large 
enough  scale  it  is  not  .so  important  to  get 
the  pullets  out  so  nearly  together  because 
each  lot  is  always  large  enough  to  justify 
giving  it  all  the  attention  it  requires. 


A  COMPARISON  JUDGING 
SCORE  CARD 

WITH  a  personal  letter,  .1.  II.  Drev- 
enstedt  sends  me  a  copy  of  the 
latest  improved  "Kosecroft  Com- 
parison .ludging  Score  C!ard  ' '  devised  by 
Alfred  I).  IJobinson,  Point  Loma,  Calif. 

A  "comparison  judging"  score  card, 
using  those  terms  as  they  are  commonly 
used,  is  an  absurdity.  The  absurdity  of 
such  a  description  might  be  redeemed  if 
the  proposed  system  was  of  plain  merit. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  have  that 
(]uality. 

This  card  divides  the  specimen  into 
three  sections,  each  of  these  being  again 
divided  into  shape  and  color.  The  head 
and  neck  constitute  one  section;  the 
wings,  back,  and  tail  another;  the  breast, 
body,  and  lluti',  legs  and  toes  the  third 
section.  The  rule  for  scoring  is :  "For  a 
perfect  section  mark  5,  excellent  4,  very 
good     good  2,  fair  1." 

The  following  explanations  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  additional  directions  for  the  use 
of  the  card,  are  printed  on  the  reverse: 


Judging  by  Comparison 

In  the  use  of  this  score  card,  the  speci- 
men that  is  best  in  each  section  should 
first  be  found  and  the  rest  of  the  class 
scored  to  it,  always  bearing  in  mind  the 
Stii ndiiril  req u i ren len ts . 

Remember  this  is  for  comparison  work 
and  not  to  take  the  place  of  the  score  card 
system  as  detailed  in  the  Standard  of  Per- 
fection. 

We  would  also  emphasize  that  in  our 
opinion  the  art  of  judging  lies  in  the  re- 
warding of  merit,  rather  than  in  the  dis- 
covery of  defect,  and  that  the  comparison 
judging  is  rapidly  replacing  the  score 
card  system  everywhere  because  of  this 
very  thing. 

Comparison  emphasizes  merit.  It  says : 
"  This  is  the  best  bird."    The  score  card 


]916Year-BookM 

Write  today  for  YOUR  free  copy  of  this  complete 
guide  for  poultry  raisers.  Learn  the  splendid 
opportunities  you  have  NOW  for  building  up  a 
money-making  poultry  business. 


To  Poultry  Keepers 
Everywhere: 

Start  now — but  start  right. 
Insure  success  by  usingCyphers-built, 
Popular-priced  Incubators.  Guaran- 
teed to  hatch  better,  last  longer,  re- 
quire less  attention  and  produce  larger 
and  stronger  chicks  than  other  machines. 


KEEP  up  your  egg-  yield 
inwinter  by  feeding 
Cyphers  Laying  Maih. Write  for 
1916  catalogue  and  current 
prices  describing  our  full 
line  of  Special- Purpose 
I'lniltry  Foods.  Ask  for 
book— "Poultry  Foods  and 
Feeding"-FREE. 


Cyphers- Built 
Incubators 

$12  to  $40 

3  Styles — 8  Sizes 

Whatever  style  of  incubator  ynu 
prefer — whether  hot-air  or  fiot- 
water  heated— there's  a  Cyphers- 
built  machine  in  a  size  to  suit 
your  needs  and  guaranteed  to 
you  personally.  OurYear-Kook 
tells  about  our  "Service  Depart- 
■"-  ment"  and  how  to  secure  valu- 
able library  of  Poultry  Books 
and  Bulletins— free  of  cost. 

Cyphers  Incubator  Co.  l\^Vl^rd  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Dept.  1  2  Branches— New  Voril,  Boston,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Kinsis  Cily,  Oahlaiid 


AMERICA'S  GREATEST  QUALITY  SHOW. 
POULTRY,  PIGEONS,  CATS,  PET  STOCK. 


P>«  mot 

Jan.  11=15. 1916  «< 


Address 


Entries  close  Dec.  27,  '15 

For  Premium  List  and  Entry  Blanks 
W.   B.   ATHEIRTON.  SECRETARY, 

30  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


emphasizes  deficiency.  It  says: 
bird  has  the  least  defects." 


This 


Not  being  a  professional  poultry  judge 
my  views  on  matters  relating  to  judging 
have  to  stand  on  their  own  feet.  I  have 
neither  the  title  nor  the  license  to  prop 
them  up.  But  as  I  understand  the  l'>ng- 
lish  language  and  the  common  processes 
of  judging  exhibition  poultry,  no  other 
method  of  judging  has  ever  been  devised 
that  could  so  thoroughly  befuddle  a  judge 
as  this  plan  of  finding  the  best  section  in 
the  class  and  taking  it  as  a  model.  The 


directions  are  very  brief,  not  at  all  ex- 
plicit, and  susceptible  of  a  variety  of  in- 
terpretations. According  to  the  card, 
there  are  but  three  sections  to  be  con- 
sidered in  making  the  score,  and  in  each 
of  these  shape  and  color  have  equal  value. 
There  is  also  a  division  of  "size,  con- 
dition, type,"  with  space  for  marking  its 
valuation,  but  how  this  is  to  be  "scored" 
is  not  plain.  On  the  face  of  the  instruc- 
tions it  would  appear  that  the  judge  is  to 
select  as  his  patterns  three,  or,  perhaps, 
four  birds.  But  as  he  has  to  consider  ten 
sections  while  marking  only  three,  it  ia 


Madison  Square  Garden 

AMERICA'S  LEADING  SHOW 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 

DECEMBER  31,  1915-JANUARY  5,  1916,  INCLUSIVE 
WHERE  A    WIN  WINS  MOST 

ENTRIES  CLOSE   DECEMBER  15,  1915 

For  Premium  List  and  other  information  address 

CHARLES  D.  CLEVELAND,  Sec'y, 

EATONTOWN,  N.  J. 
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The  Best  Christmas  Geese.    Mongrel  Geese  on  a  Rhode  Island  Farm 


obvious  tliat  the  patterns  will  vary  in 
many  particulars,  and  that  no  uniformity 
can  be  secured. 

If  he  selects  the  bird  with  the  best  head 
and  neck  as  the  pattern  for  deciding  the 
value  of  heads  and  necks  he  will  often 
have  his  model  poor  in  one  particular. 
When  it  comes  to  selecting  where  more 
sections  are  grouped,  there  will  be  still 
more  difficulty  in  getting  the  desired  gen- 
eral excellence.  It  will  often  happen  that 
the  pattern  bird  is  not  the  best  in  the 
class  in  any  particular.  It  would  be  a 
gross  perversion  of  the  use  of  standards 
to  score  to  the  best  bird  in  the  class,  ex- 
cept in  case  that  bird  was  perfect.  It 
would  be  absurd  to  undertake  to  select 
the  pattern  birds  according  to  the  Stand- 
ard and  then  use  these  as  the  standards 
for  the  rest  of  the  class.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  unless  the  few  pattern  birds  were 
conspicuously  better  than  the  rest  of  the 
class  their  value  as  patterns  could  only  be 
determined  by  scoring  all  the  likely  can- 


A  FEEDING  EXPERIMENT 

A REPORT  of  a  feeding  experiment 
at  the  Idaho  experiment  station, 
which  has  just  come  to  hand,  sug- 
gests the  need  of  again  calling  attention 
to  the  extremely  amateurish  character 
and  quality  of  much  work  with  poultry 
that  is  being  done  at  such  institutions. 
We  quote  the  report  in  full: 


First  Year's  Feedinsr  Test  at  tlie  Uni- 
versity of  Idaho.  1914— 191.5. 

The  purpose  of  this  experiment  is  to 
test  the  value  of  different  feeding  rations, 
to  determine  the  influence  of  rations 
upon  egg  production,  general  condition 
of  the  fowls,  weight  of  eggs,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  cost  of  maintaining  laying  hens 
(for  best  results)  under  Idaho  conditions. 

Farm  practice  generally  is  to  allow 
fowls  to  rustle  for  themselves  and,  as  a 
rule,  they  are  fed  the  feeds  that  are 
grown  on  the  farm.    The  average  farm 


Administration  Building  of  the  Poultry  Department  of  the  New  Jersey 

Experiment  Station 


didates  according  to  the  Standard.  When 
that  has  been  done  the  judge  has  prac- 
tically judged  the  class. 

Quite  a  number  of  judges  and  fanciers 
have  taken  the  view  that  it  is  the  function 
of  the  judge  to  reward  merit,  not  to  look 
for  defects.  That  may  be  a  good  prin- 
ciple to  work  on  in  some  things  where 
there  is  no  relation  between  the  merit  to 
be  rewarded  and  certain  faults;  but  in 
exhibition  poultry,  for  which  a  high 
standard  is  made,  merit  is  secured  by  the 
elimination  of  defects. 

Aa  applied,  the  Standard  perhaps  un- 
duly penalizes  some  small  faults ;  but  it  is 
not  correct  to  say  that  score  card  judging 
emphasizes  deficiency  and  comparison 
judging  emphasizes  merit.  If  there  is 
such  a  difference  between  them  it  is  the 
other  way. 


flock  of  Idaho  is  fed  wheat,  and  wheat 
alone,  with  no  variety  whatever  in  the 
ration.  Idaho  can  produce  profusely  all 
of  the  necessary  feeds  for  a  well  balanced 
and  economical  poultry  ration.  Kaffir 
corn  is  the  only  grain  used  in  the  experi- 
ment that  cannot  he  grown  extensively, 
and  it  is  said  that  it  is  a  good  crop  in 
many  sections  of  the  state. 

Complicated  tables,  computed  from  feed 
formulas  figured  by  their  nutritive  ratio, 
are  not  used  in  this  experiment  in  report- 
ing results.  These  tables  are  very  nice 
and  interesting,  but  we  find  that  the 
farmer  is  not  particular  about  analyzed 
formulas;  what  he  wants  to  know  is  just 
what  feeds  to  feed,  and  in  what  propor- 
tion to  feed  them,  to  secure  best  results. 

Three  pens  of  thirty  fowls  each  were 
used  under  like  conditions  and  fed  differ- 


ent rations,  wheat  being  the  basic  ration. 
These  fowls  are  White  Leghorn  pullets, 
all  of  the  same  breeding,  being  all  pro- 
duced from  the  same  breeding  pen. 

Pen  Xo.  I  was  fed  as  nearly  in  conformity 
with  average  farm  practice  as  is  possible 
in  experimental  work.  They  were  fed  no 
mash,  but  were  provided  with  grit  and 
green  food  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other 
pens. 

The  rations  are  as  follows : 
Pen  I. 
Grain. 
1 5  parts  wheat 
2  parts  oats 
2  parts  barley 

Pjsn  II. 
Gkain. 
12  parts  wheat 

L'  parts  peas 

:-)  parts  oats 

2  parts  barley 

1  part  kaffir  corn 

1  part  millet 
14  part  sunflower  seed 

1  part  buckwheat 

Mash. 

1  part  wheat  meal 

2  parts  bran 

2  parts  white  shorts 

1  part  corn  meal 

2  parts  fish  meat  meal 
]%  charcoal  (check) 

Pen  III. 

Pen  No.  Ill  was  fed  on  the  same  ration 
as  Pen  No.  II,  only  that  the  peas  in  the 
ration  for  Pen  No.  II  was  substituted 
with  corn  for  Pen  No.  III. 

All  of  the  material  for  the  mash  was 
ground  very  fine  and  fed  in  open  hoppers. 
The  grain  was  fed  in  deep  litter,  about 
eight  quarts  per  day  per  one  hundred 
fowls,  making  about  one-third  mash  (by 
weight)  to  two-thirds  grain.  Pen  No.  I 
getting  no  mash. 

Pens  No.  II  and  III  were  fed  all  of  the 
green  food,  bone,  oyster  shell,  and  grit 
they  would  consume.  Pen  No.  I  getting 
only  green  feed  and  grit. 

The  experiment  started  November  1, 
1914,  and  closes  October  31,  1915.  The 
work  is  not  as  yet  complete,  but  the  re- 
sults obtained  to  the  first  of  October,  with 
but  one  more  month  to  run,  are  certainly 
conclusive  as  far  as  this  year's  work  goes. 

Following  are  the  results  in  egg  pro- 
duction : 


Pen 

Under 

Over 

No. 

2  oz. 

2  oz. 

2  oz. 

Total 

Average 

I 

492 

245 

1 

73S 

24  3-5 

II 

187 

3101 

122 

3410 

]  i;;  2-3 

III 

26:; 

:U66 

127 

385(3 

128  8-15 

It  can  be  seen  from  the  table  that  Pen 
No.  I  produced  a  very  small  number  of 
eggs  and  that  they  averaged  a  high  per- 
centage of  small  eggs.  Hens  under  farm 
conditions  with  the  ration  of  Pen  No.  I 
would  do  much  better,  but  where  taken 
into  account  that  these  fowls  were  all 
confined  to  small  lots  (50  ft.  x  50  ft.)  it 
can  be  seen  that  there  w^as  no  possible 
chance  for  them  to  secure  any  foods  aside 
from  what  they  received  by  the  regular 
method  of  feeding. 

On  the  farm  fowls  run  at  large  and  are 
able  to  pick  up  much  in  the  way  of  ani- 


I 


IC^  Turn  Chicken  Feed 
Into  Eggs 
by  keeping  your  fowls 
in  condition.  You  can 
make  them  eat,  digest, 
/  \  grow  and  lay  better  by 
(  1  mixing  a  small  quan- 
^  tityof  ^ 

fShericlan'sl 

I  ^     CONDITION  I 

I   Powder  I 

with  their  feed.  A 
scientific  aid  for  both 
chicks  and  fowls. 
Leading  poultrymen 
have  used  it  continu- 
ously over  40  years. 

Package  ISc 
2'lb,  can  75c,  at  dealers' 
12  lbs.  I  delivered) 
$3.60 

.S.JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Inc. 

Boston,  Mass. 


ew  Book  on  Poultry  -  Free 

tten  by  rc-cotrnized  poultry  authority.  Brira- 
ul  brand  nt-w  facts  un  h<,w   to  aiive  young 
lii-ka  --raiLii-'  exct-ptionaliy  Btrotig  birds--  Ket 
100  per  cent,  hatches,  and  highest  mar- 
ket prices.   

Tells  how  to  avoid  beerinner  b  costly 
errors--Bives  detailed  experience  success- 
ful breeders.  You  can'tjro  wronir--explicit 
iBtructions,  written  particularly  for  women 
I  mtn  starting  poultry  aa  eide-line. 
tells  huw  to  !=avu  money  on  truamnteed  incu- 
.  brooders.  Write  today--cditlon  limited. 
Model  IncubatorCo.,  OO  Henry  St..  Buffalo, N.Y. 
Also  39  Barclay  Street,  New  York  City 


BROWN 

POULTRY 

FEPiCE 


Costo  "--If  as  much  as 
,        nettinc,  lasts  5  times  as  long. 
Get  book  of  freight  prepaid  prices. 
^        Direct  from  factory.  ISOstyles  of  fence. 
JE^-*"^  gates  and  steel  posts.    Samole  also  free. 
Brown  Fence &.  Wire  Co..  Dept.  27  ClCTelanJ.O. 


PonaDle  Poullry  House  s 


COOP  FOR    12  HENS,$IO.OO 


10  X  10  ALL  PURPOSE  HOUSE 

Cati  be  made  in  units  to  atiy  leuKtli  desired. 
Just  rifflit  for  brooders  or  brooder  stove. 
Kqually  cood  for  KrowlnK  stock  ffljQ/^  f\C\ 
or  laying  hens.     Price,  Ij^OU.Uv/ 

Write  for  free  Itooklet  sliouiiit' 
SO  <liHereiit  styles 

E.  C.  YOUNG  CO., 

3  Depot  St.,      Randolph,  Mass. 


Red  F eather  Farm 

BARGAINS  in  breeding  stock— horn  our  "  CHAMPION  SENSATION  " 
and  RED  PRINCE  strains  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds  -after  July  Ist 
EGGS  at  greatly  reduced  prices.    Stamp  for  Mating  and  Price  List 

F.  W.  C.  ALMY,  Prop.,  Box  67,  Tiverton  4  Cors.,  R.  I. 


Fiske's  White  Leghorns 

2000  YEARLING  HENS  AT  90c.  EACH 

.Mv  Siiiiiie  Comb  W  hite  Li-Eliorns  are  noted  for  size,  stamina,  and  as  layers  of  larjre  white  eeCH. 
i  iiave  two  thousand  veariines  weisliinc  4  l-i  to  lbs.  earh  that  I  will  sell  in  any  number  desired 
■it  ninety  cents  each.  Order  at  once.  If  vou  are  not  ready  to  take  them  now,  make  a  deposit  and  I 
Will  ship  When  you  are  ready.  ^^^^^  ^    ^^^^^  ^    ^^^^  Springfield,  MaSS. 
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mal  and  mineral  fooil,  such  as  bugs  and 
worms,  gravel  and  cliarcoal. 

These  results  would  indicate  tliafc  ani- 
mal food  in  some  form  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  experiment 
it  seemed' that  Ten  No.  II  would  easily 
excel  in  egg  production,  but  when  they 
came  to  high  production  they  were  unable 
to  maintain  body  weight ,  and  when  they 
began  to  drop  oH'  in  weight,  egg  produc- 
tion dropped  off.  Egg  production  in  I'en 
No.  II  would  go  down  very  low,  then  the 
fowls  would  come  up  in  weight  and  egg 
production  increase.  Pen  No.  Ill  main- 
tained a  more  uniform  weight  and  laid 
more  eggs. 

These  hens  were  weighed  on  the  last 
day  of  each  month  throughout  the  year, 
and  these  observations  certainly  indicate 
that  hens  rei|uire  Mesh  to  produce  eggs. 
Kach  hen  was  weighed  separately,  and 
h^er  individual  record  kept,  in  both  egg 
production  and  the  weight  of  the"  hen. 

These  egg  records  are  not  large  in  any 
instance,  which  may  be  accounted  for 
from  the  fact  that  the  pullets  used  iu  the 
experiment  were  very  young  and  imma- 
ture at  the  time  they  were  placed  on  test, 
some  pullets  weighing  less  than  two 
pounds.    They  were  very  uniformly  di- 


that  common  farm  practice  in  Idaho  is  to 
feed  wheat  with  occasionally  a  little  oats 
or  barley,  or  both.  To  give  a  flock  of 
thirty  Leghorns  a  very  close  approxima- 
tion to  general  farm  conditions,  all  that 
was  necessary  was  to  give  them  a  yard 
large  enough  to  supply  the  green  food 
they  needed.  Such  a  yard  would  also 
supply  enough  animal  food  in  the  form 
of  worms  and  insects  so  that  even  if  the 
hens  did  not  have  all  the  animal  food 
they  would  eat  they  would  not  suffer 
seriously  for  lack  of  it.  It  might  not  be 
entirely  convenient  to  give  an  experi- 
mental pen  of  hens  such  a  yard  at  the 
college  poultry  plant,  but  certainly  it 
could  not  be  impossible  to  use  a  bit  of 
land  of  sutlicient  si/.e  upon  whi('h  alfalfa 
or  other  grass  was  good  enough  to  et|ual 
ordinary  farm  conditions,  that  could  be 
used  for  this  purpose  for  the  period  re- 
(juired  for  such  an  experiment. 

A  thing  that  puzzles  me  is  why  auimal 
food,  as  well  as  green  food,  was  not  fur- 
nished to  Pen  I.  Why  make  provision  to 
overcome  the  fault  of  the  situation  in  one 
particular  and  not  in  another  equally 
important?  Another  thing  that  puzzles 
me  is,  how  it  was  possible  to  get  as  low 
an  egg  yield  as  the  average  of  24%  from 
this  pen.    I'or  while  it  is  unquestionably 


Prevalence  of  White  Diarrhea 

U'oiitiiiiii'd  from  i>!i;c<-  'il4> 

Stock,  such  as  high  bred,  inbred,  and 
poorly  bred;  also  by  improper  brooding 
and  improper  feeding.  1  take  no  stock  in 
the  theory  of  transmission  from  the  egg, 
and  shall  not  have  my  hens  tested  for 
liaccillua  i>illoriun.  I  believe  the  cause 
for  '  white  diarrhea '  can  be  placed  in 
every  instance  without  an  extended  scien- 
tific research." 

From  Arthur  Q.  Duston,  Proprietor 
Rose  Lawn  Poultry  l-arm,  White 
Wyandotte  Specialist  Breeder, 
South  Hramingham,  Mass. 

"  'S'our  word  relative  to  '  white  diar- 
rhea' was  lost,  but  I  will  say  I  never  had 
it  as  far  as  1  know.  .My  chicks  come 
strong  and  thrifty.  I  also  send  eggs  all 
over  the  ('ountry  and  never  hear  of  my 
customers  losing  any  except  from  natural 
causes,  such  as  cats,  pigs,  etc." 


Some  Owen  Farms  White  Orpingtons 


vided,  however,  the  three  pens  weighing 
within  three  and  a  half  pounds  of  each 
other. 

The  origin  and  former  breeding  of  this 
strain  is  unknown,  so  far  as  any  records 
at  the  university  is  concerned.  They  are, 
however,  good  cjuality  fowls,  many  of 
them  being  splendid  exhibition  speci- 
mens. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  instructors  and 
investigators  in  poultry  Imsbandry  at 
New  Brunswick,  X.  .1.,  a  few  years  ago, 
as  a  visitor  accorded  the  privilege  of  tak- 
ing part  in  the  discussions,  I  felt  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  after  sitting  through 
several  sessions,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  investigators  to  the  fact  that  in  far 
too  many  cases  their  experiments,  being 
carried  on  under  intensive  conditions, 
were  either  made  unsatisfactory  by  those 
conditions,  or  the  results  secured  were  of 
little  or  no  value  to  farmers  and  poultry- 
men  operating  on  a  large  scale. 

The  statement  is  made  here  that  Pen 
No.  I  was  fed  as  nearly  in  accordance 
with  average  farm  practice  as  is  possible 
in  experimental  work.  Presumably  this 
is  intended  to  refer  to  farm  practice  in 
Idaho  and  vicinity.  Throughout  the 
I  nited  States  generally,  corn  is  the  prin- 
cipal poultry  food.  In  many  part.-*  of  the 
far  West  wheat  is  more  available,  and 
often  at  prices  that  make  it  the  cheapest 
food.    It  would  appear  from  this  report 


desirable  that  fbwls  should  liave  animal 
food,  the  lack  of  it  is  not  so  immediately 
detrimental  to  either  egg  production  or 
growth,  as  the  results  in  egg  production 
in  this  case  seem  to  indicate.  Almost 
any  old  stock  of  fowls,  no  matter  how 
poorly  grown,  or  how  cared  for,  or  how 
fed — provided  they  have  enough  to  eat 
of  some  common  food  —  will  lay  tiO  to  70 
eggs  each  in  the  spring  months.  I  have 
had  Brown  Leghorns  kept  on  an  exclu- 
sive wheat  diet  for  a  period  of  over  a 
month — covering  the  month  of  March — 
lay  during  that  month  more  eggs  per  hen 
than  this  Pen  I  did  during  a  whole  year. 
I  was  sick  at  the  time  and  the  hens  were 
fed  by  a  person  not  accustomed  to  the 
care  of  poultry,  whose  only  instructions 
were  to  see  that  the  hens  got  all  the  wiieat 
they  would  eat.  It  is  (juite  common  to 
lind  very  good  egg  production  in  winter 
from  hens  that  are  fed  freely  but  not 
judiciously.  Hens  kept  that  way  often 
lay  much  better  for  three  or  four  months 
than  hens  fed  a  nicely  balanced  variety, 
but  with  the  <iuantity  limited  for  fear  of 
overfeeding.  If  these  Idaho  hens  were 
handled  right  in  other  respects  the  differ- 
ence between  them  and  Pen  II,  on  ac- 
count of  lack  of  animal  food  should  not 
have  been  greater  than  two  or  three 
dozen  eggs  per  hen.  And  that  would  be 
ample  to  show  the  advantage  of  animal 
food  in  the  ration. 


Dec. 
Dec. 

Dec, 
Dec. 
Dec, 
Dee. 
Dec. 
Dec, 
Dec. 
Dec. 


Jan, 
Jan, 


Poultry  Show  Dates 
New  England  States 

1—  4.   Providence,  U.  1.   W.  I.  Brown,  Sec'y. 

2—  4.  Chelsea.  Mass.  H.  C.  (ireen,  Sec'y, 
Everett,  Mass. 

8—11.    Wooneocket,  K.  I.    A.J.  KicharUs,  S'y. 
8—11.   f'Drtsmoutli,  N.  H.   C.  .S.  LonK,  Sec'y. 
14-15.   Northampton,  Mass.  J.  U.  Pierce,  S'y. 
14—17.   Derry,  N.  H.   K.  A.  Cross,  Sec'y. 

16—  18.    Westerly,  H.  I.  Knger  Dunham,  Si-c'y. 
23— -'5.    fierwlck.  Me.   A.  C.  Brooks,  Sec'y. 
28—31.   Manchester,  N.  U.   O.  W.  Carey,  S'y. 

30—  Jan.  1.  Meriden,  Conn.  R.  D.  Marsdeu, 
Sec'y. 

4—6.  Bridgeport,  Conn.  John  K.  Slack,  Jr., 
Sec'y. 

11 —  15.   Boston,  Mass.   W.  B.  Atherton,  Sec'y. 

12—  13.   Marlboro,  N.  H.   William  Contts.  S'y. 

18—  19.   Amherst,  Mass.   W.  H.  Abbott,  Sec'y. 

10—  22.  Lawrence,  Mass.  F.  J.  Barneman,  S'y. 
25—27.   Lenox,  Mass.  Steve  C.  Burghardt,  S'y, 

Interlaken,  Mass. 

25—  28.   Dover,  N.  H.    K.  H.  Quimby,  Sec'y. 

26—  29.   Worcester,  Mass.   Chas.  H.  Woo.l,  S'y. 

North  Middle  States 

6—10.    Palace  Show,  New  York  City.   L.  D. 

Howell,  Sec'y,  Mineola,  N.  Y. 
,  7—9.   Hamnionton,  X.  J.   M.  K.  Boyer,  Sec'y. 
,7—10.   Johnsonbui-g,  Pa.    H.L.  Roussey,  S'y. 

14—17.   Newton,  N.J.   J.  S.  Roe,  Sec'y. 

31—  Jin.  5.  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York 
City.  Chas.  D.  Cleveland,  Sec'y,  Eatontown, 
N.  J. 

11—  14.  Ogdeusburg,  N.  Y.  Chas.  W.  Loomls, 
Sec'y. 

17—  21.   Corry,  Pa.   Guy  M.  Simmons,  Sec'y. 

19—  22.   Media,  Pa.   J.  W.  Keller,  Sec'y. 

26—  30.   Sidney,  N.  Y.   A.  E.  Vandervost,  S'y. 

27—  Feb.  3.  Rochester,  N.  Y.  J.  W.  Cliapman, 
Sec'y. 

Southern  States 

13—  18.  Lake  Charles,  La.  B.  F.  Hendricks, 
Sec'y. 

10—  15.  Charleston,  W,  Va.  Jullen  C.  Byrd, 
Sec'y. 

11—  14.  Norfolk,  Va.   L.  C.  Page.  Sec'y. 
25—28.  Warrenton,  Va.   M.  J.  O'Connell,  S'y. 


Central  West  States 

Dec.  1—5.   Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Harry  Forbes,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  7—10.   .loplin.  Mo.   Fred  Crosby,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  7—10.   Two  Harbors,  Midi.   Fred  Thias,  S'y. 
(Coiitinned  on  page  254) 
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BLUE  HEN 

Saves  More  Chicks 

THE  MANSE  FARM, 
North  Readint^,  Mass. 
I  liave  used  all  kinds  of  brooders,  IncUullng  sev- 
eral makes  of  colony  brooders.  Last  season  I  pur- 
chased two  Blue  Hens.  They  have  proved  the  best 
and  most  reliable  brooders  I  have  over  used.  On 
March  31»t,  I  put  1.000  White  Rock  chicks  under 
them:  ran  until  May  15th  without  any  further  ad- 
iustment.  1  have  ralsoil  the  largest  percent  of 
chicks  In  all  my  thirty  years'  experience.  1  can 
honestly  say  the  Blue  Hen  Brooder  is  the  best.  I 
will  aild  another  next  season. 

H.  W.  WEYMOITTH. 


As  Large  as  Any  $30  Brooder 

Heavy,  cast  iron  heater  having  thick 
walls  which  will  neither  burn  through 
nor  crack.  Three  large  grate  bars, 
rocking  and  dumping  type-  grate  area 
three  times  as  large  as  other  brooders. 
Assures  steady  fire  which  cannot 
choke  up  with  ashes.  Accurate  auto- 
matic heat  regulator  and  thermometer. 
Easy  to  get  at  all  parts  for  cleaning  — 
hover  raises  up  and  down.  Warms 
largest  floor  area  without  overheating 
room. 


WATSO 

Drawer  24, 

(iu;iraiit««<l  s.'it- 
isfaetory  or  yon  r 
money  hack. 


N  MFC.  CO., 

Lancaster,  Pa. 


HOVER 
RAISED 


$14.50 


Manufacturers  of  Blue 
Hen  Brooders  i  hot  air 
ami  hot  water).  Blue 
Hen  Round  Tray  In- 
cubators and  Rountl 
Tray  Mammoth 
Incubators. 

WRITI'; 
FOR  OUR 
SPECIAL 
MAKERS'  PRICES. 
BOOKLET  FREE. 
Special  proposition  to 
dealers  or  agents. 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

Orders  for  I'lillets  for  Fall  Delivery  Ac- 
eepted  Now  at  to  $18  per  dozen 

Some  line  breeding  cockerels  for  sale  at  $1  to  $3. 
Some  of  my  last  year's  breeding  hens  at  $I..50. 
All  my  birds  are  bred  for  egg  production  and 
standard  requirements. 

LEROY  K.  SANOS  POUT-TRY  FARM. 
Havvley,  Wayne  Co.,  Va. 


Rockwood's  Buff  Wyandottes 

Won  atraiii  at  Spritit^lieUl,  Mas?*.,  l^t,        ami  Tith 
0(H'kerel  in  a  class  of  scventft-ii. 

Plenty  ot  Cockerels  tor  Sale  S3  and  S5  each 

Hiiy  liow  while  i>ri<*es  ai-t*  low. 

FRED  ROCKWOOD, 

SOUTH   BROOKLINE,   N.  H. 


You  can  make  your  hens  lay  all  winter.    Thousands  of  poultry- 
men  are  doing  so,  and  making  big  profits  from  high  priced  eggs. 
Your  hens  will  produce  lots  of  eggs  if^ you  give  them 


S 


All  Winter 


Pram  POULTRY  REGULATOR 

IT  MAKES  HENS  LAY 

Cost  only  a  cent  a  hen  a  month.    The  world's  one  great  winter 
egg  producer.    Keeps  the  flocks  healthy,  active  and  laying. 

Prevents  disease.    Test  it  at  our  risk.    It  costs  you  nothing  if 
you  are  not  satisfied. 

25  lb.  pail  only  $2.50,  Large  $1.00,  50c  and  25c  packages. 

Pratts  Roup  Remedy  and  Pratts  Poultry  Disinfectant  prevent  roup. 

colds  and  other  diseases.  Pratts  Roup  Remedy,  tablets  or  pow- 
der. $1.00.  60c  and  2:c.  Pratts  Poultry  Disinfectant.  Sl.OO  per 
gallon .  35c  per  quart.       Refuse  substitutes.   Insist  on  Pratts. 


UCPBODUCER 


PRATT  FOOD  COMPANY 

[liladelphia         Chicago  Toronto 
411 


FARM-POULTRY 


December 


WHAT  IS  A  "STANDARD" 
POINT? 

IN  1867  the  "American  Poultry  Society" 
is  said  to  have  adopted  a  "Standard 
of  Excellence ' '  based  upon  standards 
adopted  by  the  London  Poultry  Club, 
"with  alterations  and  additions  adapting 
it  to  America."  The  pubhsher  of  this 
Standard  was  A.  M.  Halsted.  In  this 
Standard  of  Excellence  the  "points"  in 
each  breed  always  aggregated  15,  though 
the  number  of  "sections"  varied  from 
4  to  9. 

The  American  Poultry  Association, 
nearly  a  decade  later,  adopted  a  scale  of 
points  in  which  100,  instead  of  J-'),  was 
taken  as  the  measure  or  symbol  of  perfec- 
tion, and  divided  the  fowl  into  a  greater 


matter  carefully,  had  given  each  section 
its  proper  allotment  of  points.  But  when 
a  later  convention  decides  that  one  sec- 
tion should  be  changed,  there  is  only  one 
thing  to  do;  —  100  points  being  the  sym- 
bol of  perfection  in  "Standard"  fowls,  if 
the  number  of  points  allotted  to  one  sec- 
tion is  judged  to  be  excessive,  the  excess 
must  be  put  on  some  other  section. 

I  shall  never  forget  that  bunch  of 
"Standard  makers"  trying  to  decide 
where  to  put  the  points  they  had  decided 
ought  to  be  taken  from  one  section.  But 
I  never  fully  realized  what  was  the  cause 
of  all  the  trouble  until  I  had  to  try  to  ex- 
plain the  systems  of  judging  in  a  text 
book  statement.  Then  a  little  careful 
study  of  them  made  it  plain  that  the 
"scale  of  points"  was  not  a  factor  in 
computing  "Standard"  values  of  fowls. 


English  Red  Caps 


number  of  "sections,"  each  assigned  to 
numerical  valuation  in  the  "  scale  of 
points." 

From  that  time  to  this  the  idea  that 
the  "scale  of  points"  for  each  class  or 
variety  is  of  fundamental  importance  in 
estimating  the  "Standard"  quality  of  a 
specimen  has  been  carefully  cultivated. 
Nearly  all  discussions  of  methods  of 
judging,  and  courses  of  instruction  in 
applying  the  "Standard  of  Perfection" 
purport  to  be  based  upon  the  "Standard" 
scales  of  points. 

It  is  characteristic  of  human  nature  to 
accept  whatever  is  commonly  accepted  or 
asserted  an  -lo  until  something  happens  to 
awaken  doubts.  I  got  the  first  severe 
jolt  to  my  acceptance  of  the  conventional 
dea  that  the  "scale  of  points"  is  the 
basis  of  values  in  "  Standard"  fowls,  at 
the  meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A.  at  Rochester, 
in  J 904.  Somebody  ventured  the  opinion 
that  the  number  of  points  alloted  to  a 
certain  section  was  out  of  proportion  to 
the  real  importance  of  that  section. 
Everyone  present  interested  in  the  matter 
agreed.  (At  A.  P.  A.  meetings  it  is  the 
rule  to  agree  with  everything  that  you 
are  not  prepared  to  fight. )  Having  taken 
a  point  or  two  from  this  section  the 
problem  before  the  convention  was  to 
decide  what  to  do  with  the  superfluous 
points. 

The  supposition  was  that  some  previoug 
convention,  having  gone  .over  the  whole 


in  its  true  relation  to  judging,  the  nature 
of  tiie  "point"  becomes  apparent. 

Altliough  the  "Standard"  makers  have 
for  forty  years  been  treating  the  "point," 
and  the  "scale  of  points,"  as  basic  in 
determining  merit,  they  have  never  de- 
fined either.  The  constantly  enlarging 
"glossary  of  technical  terms"  has  always 
contained  many  terms  applied  to  poultry 
that  are  not  "technical"  and  are  not 
used  in  the  book,  but  never  a  definition 
of  "point"  or  scale  of  points." 

I  often  wonder  wbether  this  has  been 
an  oversight,  or  whether  revision  com- 
mittees that  undertook  to  give  the  defi- 
nitions found  the  ditliculty  of  making 
definitions  to  suit  the  theory  of  score 
card  judging  insurmountable.  Of  course 
it  may  be  assumed  that  the  reader  is  to 
understand  that  if  a  term  used  in  the 
book  is  not  defined  in  the  glossary,  that 
term  has  no  peculiar  technical  meaning, 
and  the  reader  will  go  to  the  dictionary. 
But  if  the  reader  goes  to  the  dictionary 
he  finds  that  the  only  definition  of  point 
that  applies  to  the  case  is  one  that  does 
not  seem  to  fit  well  the  way  in  which 


In  writing  about  poultry  matters  my 
method  has  always  been :  First  to  find 
out  the  facts;  then  to  try  to  make  a  plain 
statement  of  them.  In  many  matters, 
"the  facts"  mean  generally  accepted 
opinions  or  theories.  Unless  he  is  pre- 
pared to  show  that  these  are  wrong,  the 
only  thing  for  a  writer  of  books  to  do  is 
to  accept  them  and  state  them  as  best  he 
can.  So  when  it  was  necessary  for  me  to 
explain  the  several  systems  of  judging,  I 
started  to  work  on  the  assumption  that 
the  score  card  system  is  based  upon  the 
scale  of  points,  and  I  worked  for  weeks 
and  weeks  trying  to  make  an  explanation 
of  this  system,  in  line  with  the  manj  ex- 
positions of  it  that  have  been  made  by 
poultry  judges,  thai  would  xluwl  the  test  of 
1(1.1/  criticism, —  of  the  criticism  of  novices 
in  poultry  and  judging  who  are  not  able 
to  comprehend  the  score  card  method  as 
usually  explained. 

I  couldn't  do  it.  Perhaps  someone 
else  could ;  but  so  far  as  I  know,  no  one 
else  ever  has.  I  could  not  get  any  state- 
ment of  the  score  card  method  that  would 
meet  the  situation  until  I  quit  trying  to 
make  such  a  statement  based  on  what 
judges  using  the  score  card  say  they  do, 
and  based  it  upon  what  they  actually  did. 
Then  it  was  easy ;  for  when  you  state 
what  the  judge  does  you  eliminate  the 
"scale  of  points"  as  the  basis  of  his 
work,  and  when  the  scale  of  points  is  put 


"point"  is  used  in  the  Standard.  It  is: 
"A  unit  of  counting  in  the  scorinr/  of  a  game 
<ir  contest.''^ 

What  the  judge  does  in  scoring  is  to 
discount  for  failure  of  the  bird  to  meet 
the  specifications  of  "the  Standard," 
which  specifications  generally  are  very 
loosely  phased  and  admit  of  wide  differ- 
ences in  interpretation.  The  method  of 
doing  this  was  described  in  the  earlier 
"Standards"  as  "deducting  such  per 
centum  for  defects,  as  may  be  apparent, 
from  the  full  value  of  a  perfect  bird."  As 
stated  in  the  latest  ' '  Standard  "  it  is 

"  DEnCCTINC)  FROM  THE  FULL  VALUE  OF 
E.\CH  REfTIOX  OK  .\  PERFECT  BIRD,  FOR 
SUCir  DEFEfTS  AS  ARK  FOUND  IN  THE 
SPECIMEN." 

That  is  one  of  the  worst  of  many  ex- 
amples of  blundering  inaccuracies  of 
statement  that  have  characterized  the 
"Standard"  from  the  first.  It  seems 
quite  plain  that  for  specimen  we  should 
read  section. 

Following  this  comes  the  statement: 
■".Judges  must  familiarize  themselves 
with  the  scale  of  points  of  each  breed 


POULTRY  BOOKS 

By  JOHN  H.  ROBINSON 

'  Unt/uesiionably  Mr.  Robinson  has  written  the  best  books 
produced  in  America  to  date  on  practical  poultry  sub. 
jects."-  Reliable  Poultry  Journal. 

^^f%IMl^f*\g  ^  1^  f*Bfi  Kobinson's  first  book  was  beeun  In  the  summer  of  ltj97 

JF       %^  m  published  in  November,  1H93.     Its  aim  was  to  meet 

the  ck  rnanil  for  a  buok  that  would  give  one  interested  In  the  subject  an  intellieeDt  understandlnir  of 
its  possibilities  anil  a  comprefiousive  idea  of  methods  of  production,  and  wtiich  would  pive  tlie  be- 
ginner detailed  information  as  to  "What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  It."  Written  while  the  educational 
poultry  movement  was  in  the  incipient  stage,  this  book  —  as  the  title  page  announced  —  was  designed 
to  bo  a  text-book  for  poultry  keei)er.s  rather  than  for  students  In  classes.  The  arrangement  and 
treatment  of  the  subject  were  ailapted  to  the  individual  teaching  himself  with  home  practice.  The 
book  was,  however,  extensively  used  as  a  class  text-book,  and  Is  still  so  used  by  many  instructors 
who  prefer  a  more  elementary  book  than  the  author's  "Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture." 

"  Poultrt-Ckaft  "  is  emphatically  a  poitltrtman's  book  for  potrLTRY  keepers.  Before  begin- 
ning it  the  author  had  had  seven  years  experience  in  commercial  poultry  keeping,  and  he  did  not 
take  up  poultry  journalism  as  a  profession  until  after  he  bad  completed  this  book.  It  is  the  product 
of  a  working  poulti\vman  who  was  a  student  of  every  phase  of  his  work.  For  those  who  ^-ant  to  learn 
with  the  least  effort  what  they  need  only  for  their  own  practice  it  Is  still  the  most  satisfactory  book. 
~a  piiires;  94  illustrations.   Pi-i<;e  $l,.';o. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture 

This  book  was  written  primarily  as  a  text-book  for  agricultural  colleges,  but  with  the  idea  of  making 
it  appropriate  also  for  general  readers  requiring  a  thorough  treatise  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Robinson 
undertook  the  work  of  writing  it  most  reluctantly  after  he  had  for  several  years  urged  various  In- 
structors to  prepare  a  text  book  on  lines  better  adapted  to  their  work  than  his  "  Poultry-Craft."  As 
none  of  the  instructors  acted  upon  the  suggestion,  anil  the  use  of  "  Poultry-Craft  "  by  students  was 
increasing,  be  made  arrangements  with  Ginn  and  Company  to  publish  such  a  book  as  he  would  wish 
to  have  taken  as  his  contribution  to  higher  education  In  this  subject. 

"Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture"  was  commenced  In  1907  and  published  Jan- 
uaiT,  lUl'--  The  author  spared  no  pains  to  make  it  as  concise  and  complete  as  possible,  and  to  secure 
the  most  careful  accuracy  in  every  statement.  After  tlie  book  appeared,  one  reviewer  said  of  it: 
"  Although  It  extends  to  611  pages  there  is  scarcely  an  unnecessary  paragraph."  Had  this  reviewer 
been  familiar  with  book-making  he  would  no  doubt  have  detected  that  the  few  paragraphs  unnecessary 
to  the  treatment  were  necessary  to  the  books  of  a  page  broken  by  illustrations,  or  of  a  page  at  the 
end  of  a  chapter.  The  educators  received  it  with  such  words  as  these;  "Incomparably  better  than 
any  previous  poultry  book  for  the  student."  "  F.xactly  the  sort  of  book  we  have  all  been  looking  for." 
"The  first  book  on  poultry  that  I  have  ever  seen  that  seems  to  me  a  satisfactory  text."  "The  best 
thing  yet,  being  authentic  and  up  to  date  from  a  practical  as  well  as  from  a  scientific  standpoint," 
etc.,  etc.  The  book  is  elaborately  Illustrated,  having  570  half-tones  and  drawings,  comprising  the  most 
interesting  and  instructive  series  of  illustrations  of  poultry  ever  brought  together.   Pri«-e  $2.50. 

Our  Domestic  Birds 

the  things  that  everyone  ought  to  know  about  pou 

given  to  the  varieties  of  birds  and  to  methods  ol  „  —    „  — „   -.  — 

a  book  that  Is  read  with  Interest  by  all  young  people  whether  engaged  in  keeping  poultry  or  simply 
reading  lor  Information.   3!d7  paces;  'i'.Hi  illustrations.   Price,  $1.3,5. 

Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor 


presents  the  first  complete  statement  of  the  ruiU- 
ments  of  aviculture  for  boys  and  girls.  It  teaches 
the  things  that  everyone  ought  to  know  about  poultry,  pigeons,  and  cage  birds.  Particular  attention  Is 
given  to  the  varieties  of  birds  and  to  methods  of  management  best  suited  to  young  beginners.   It  IB 


Tlie  best  treatise  on 
l>oultry  diseases  foi-  the 

oriliiiar>  poultry  ki-cpcr  wlio  has  lo  diagnose  diseases  in  his  liock  for  himself,  anil  apply  simple 
renii'ilirs.  In  his  early  commercial  poultry  keeping  days  the  author  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
treating  sick  poultry,  and  had  nuirked  success  with  many  severe  cases.  Like  most  practical  men, 
however,  lie  soon  discontinued  "doctoring,"  except  for  cases  where  a  few  simple  treatments  are 
effective,  sonu'  years  later  when  he  became  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  he  had  to  give  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  this  sulyect  In  order  to  advise  subscribers  having  sick  birds.  "  The  Common-Senee 
Poultry  Doctor"  treats  the  subject  along  the  lines  which  this  experience  showed  him  are  most  help- 
ful to  poultry  keepers.  While  most  emphasis  Is  placed  upon  the  simple  remedies  most  easily  applied, 
those  reiiuiri'd  for  treatment  of  serious  cases  are  also  given.    170  pages.   Price  .50  cents. 


Broilers  and  Roasters 


A  hand-book  especially  for  those  producloK  table 
poultry  for  the  eastern  city  markets.  It  treats  Its 
special  subjects  more  elaborately  than  they  can  be  treated  in  a  general  work  on  poultry  culture. 
!»G  paces:  "-JO  illustration.   l*ri<-e  'i.'t  cents. 

tAfSm^4g%mt    FgwftV     *  monograph  on  the  subject  of  most  Interest  to  the  greatest  number  of 
^Sr"^      poultry  keepers.   Those  who  want  to  concentrate  their  efforts  on  winter 


egg  [)ro,liK-tlon  will  lliid  this  little 
together  without  reference  to  their 


book  In  which  all  points  bearing  on  the  subject  are  brought 
>ther  relations,  very  serviceable.   48  paces.   I'rice  IB  cents. 


The  above  books  constitute  Mr.  Robinson's  contribution  to  date  to  permanent  poultry  literature. 
"First  Lessons  In  Poultry  Keeping"  is  not  Included  In  the  list  because  It  Is  not  a  "book"  In  the 
true  sense,  but  a  colli'Ctlon  of  articles  of  varying  nuallty.  Only  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
first  series  are  on  haml.  ami  II  will  not  be  n-puhlished. 

No  Poultry  Keeper  Can  Afford  to  Be 
Without  the  Books  by  John  H.  Robinson 
That  Suit  His  Need. 

HAVE  YOU  GOT  YOURS? 

We  Will  Send  You  Any  In  the  Above  List, 
Postage   Prepaid,  at  the   Price  Stated. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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ALL  READY 
FOR  A  GOOD  MEAL 

If  you  want  eggs  this  winter — or 
if  you  want  your  birds  to  tatten 
up  quickly — 

Get  a  Pail  of 

POULTEOOmC 

and  start  feeding  it  now. 

Conkey's  keeps  their  organs  in 
strong  working  condition ;  they  have 
an  appetite  for  their  food  and  that 
means  EGGS  or  rapid  fattening. 

There's  nothing  in  Conkey's 
Poultry  Tonic  that  can  hurt  your 
birds— no  cayenne  pepper--nor 
filler  -just  good  medicines  that  help 
nature  do  its  work. 

Get  a  Pail  or  Package  of  your 
nearest  dealer  or  write  us 
for  prices. 

The  G.  E.  Conkey  Co. 

Conkey  Bldg. 
CLEVELAND,  O. 

Use  Conkey's  Roup  Remedy  lor 
colds  and  Roup,  2Sc,  SGc  and  $1 .00 
packages,  postpaid.  Also  send  4c 
lor  valuable  80-page  Poultry  Book. 


Ideal  Business  S.  C.  White  Lcghoius 


I  never  cry  over  spilt  milk  and  I  ac- 
cepted my  medicine,  but  I  consider  it 
only  fair  to  warn  my  brother  breeders  in 
America  not  to  buy  of  Mr.  Jacks,  as 
apparently  he  is  making  a  campaign 
through  the  mails  of  the  American  Or- 
pington breeders,  soliciting  business  on 
my  winningf-i,  and  I  will  repeat  that  not 
one  bird  thai  Mr.  Jack's  xent  me  im.t  ever 
exhibited ;  nor  iras  one  bird  placed  in  my 
breeding  pens. 

Mr.  Jacks  knows  perfectly  these  facts, 
as  I  have  written  them  to  him  in  very 
emphatic  language,  and  his  circular  is 
the  most  fraudulent  misstatement  of  facts 
tliat  I  have  ever  seen. 

Fraternally  yours, 

.M AiiRici;  F.  Dei.anu. 

\  ineyaril  Haven,  Mass. 
Nov.  I--',  l!tl5. 


they  are  to  pass  upon,  to  intelligently 
award  prizes.  .\nd  it  mu?t  be  under- 
stood that  no  more  and  no  less  value  can 
be  placed  on  any  section  than  is  provided 
for  in  the  '  Scale  of  Points.'  " 

That  sounds  very  well,  but  here  comes 
the  Decimal  Score  Card  with  a  sliglitly 
different  arrangement  of  sections  of  tlie 
fowl  and  a  quite  different  assignment  of 
'"points"  to  (lirt'erent  sectio' s,  but  with 
the  same  scale  of  points  for  all  breeds. 

The  Standard  makers,  taking  tlie  atti- 
tude that  they  did  about  the  function  of 
the  scale  of  points,  insisted  that  the  asso- 
ciation (»uld  not  recognize  a  score  card 
with  which  a  different  scale  of  points  was 
used.  This  position  has  been  maintained 
for  many  years  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
many  judges  were  using  sometimes  the 
A.  P.  A.  score  card  and  sometimes  the 
decimal  score  card,  and  scoring  the  birds 
the  same  in  either  case.  A  judge  who 
uses  only  the  decimal  score  card  is  likely 
to  regularly  score  a  little  higher  than 
birds  would  be  scored  by  the  A.  P.  A. 
card,  because  there  are  fewer  sections 
and  therefore  fewer  opportunities  for 
"cuts."  But  generally  birds  score  so 
near  the  same  by  the  two  systems,  witli 
the  same  cuts  in  the  same  sections,  that  it 
is  quite  plain  to  anyone  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  study  it  out  for  himself 
that  the  scale  of  points  is  not  a  real 
factor. 


Buff  Orpington  Breeders  Beware! 

I  have  just  received  a  circular  from 
England  in  which  S.  H.  Jacks,  West 
Didsbury,  Kngland,  claims  he  sold  me 
Buff  Orpingtons  that  won  all  of  my  prizes 
at  Pittsburg,  in  .January,  IHH.  I  have  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Jacks  in  which  he  claims 
my  winning  birds  at  Madison  Square 
(  iarden  were  also  his. 

The  fncts  of  the  case  are  that  I  have 
never  exhibited  a  bird  sent  me  by  Mr. 
Jacks.  During  several  years,  at  periodic 
intervals,  he  sent  to  Owen  Farms  some 
very  good  But!'  feathers  and  (juoted  com- 
paratively moderate  prices  on  the  birds. 
In  the  fall  of  li'l:!  I  decided  to  import 
some  Buff  Orpingtons  to  start  another 
family  of  new  blood  in  my  yards,  and  I 
concluded  I  would  give  Mr.  .Jacks  the 
order  on  account  of  the  extremely  glow- 
ing descriptions  of  birds  which  he  said 
he  could  send  me. 

In  due  course  the  birds  arrived,  miser- 
ably cooped,  and  there  was  not  a  decent 
specimen  in  the  entire  lot,  excepting  one 
hen  four  or  five  years  old.  She,  of  (course, 
had  gone  by  her  usefulness.  The  cock 
and  cockerel  that  were  to  be  real  stars 
had  white  in  neck  and  white  at  base  of 
tail;  the  cock  bird  was  a  very  small  Wy- 
andotfy  shape^l  bird,  and  the  cockerel 
had  very  little  <  irpiugton  type.  I  wrote 
Mr.  .lacks  and  offered  to  return  the  birds 
for  just  half  the  price  that  I  had  paid 
him,  telling  him  that  my  loss  would  be 
considerably  less  in  this  way  than  to 
market  the  birds  for  what  they  were 
worth,  and  that  no  one  specimen  was  lit 
o  no  into  my  l)reeding  i)ens.  .Mr.  .lacks 
eitlier  knows  nothing  about  a  Bull' Or- 
pington oris  absolutely  unprincipled,  and 
he  refused  my  proposition. 


livery  one  of  my  Pittsburgh  Show 
string  was  bred  and  raised  on  my  own 
farm. 


When  writing  to  Advertisers  alway 
mention  Farm-Poultry 


\1  TTT OM  «  Cutter  claiming  to  be  MANN'S  without  F.  W.  MANN  CO.  cast  on 

V^.iA  \J  1  Ivyll  <    its  suriace,  is  an  imitation.   The  genuine  MANN'S  is  made  only  in  Milford. 

Make  Hens  Lay 

READ  THE  BOOK  THAT  TELLS  HOW 

Tells  you  how  to  make  hens  lay.  (iives  you  in  a  nutshell 
the  whole  matter  ot  riijht   feedini;.    Read  it  if  you  want  to 
know  the  real  value  of  fresh,  raw  bone,  which  contains  four  times 
the  egg-niaking-  ingredients  that  grain  has.    You  must  feed  raw  green 
bone  to  promote  growth,  development  and  laying.   It  doubles 
your  profits  in  number  of  eggs,  fertility,  strong  chicks, 
large  fowls.  It  is  easily  and  quickly  prepared  with 


MANN'S 


Latest  Model 

Bone  Cutter 

It  cuts  all  green  bone  with  all  adhering  meat  and  gristle; 
wastes  nothing  and  never  clogs.  Automatically  ad- 
justs cutting  to  your  strength.  Anyone  can  turn  it. 
We'll  send  you  one  on  10  Days'  Free  Trial.  No  money 
down.  If  not  satisfactory,  return  at  our  expense.  Send  for  book  >oday. 
W.  MANN  CO.  Box  5Fi  Milford.  Mass. 


PULLETS 

2000  Barred  and  White  Rock  and  White 
Wyandotte  Pullets  at  Attractive  Prices. 

These  pullets  are  March  and  April  hatched,  reared  and  grown  on  range, 
fully  matured  and  developed,  and  ready  to  do  business,  $1.25  each  ;  $1.10 
each  in  hundred  lots.  1,000  yearling  hens  at  prices  that  will  move  them 
quickly.  They  are  grand  in  type  and  shape,  and  would  make  splendid 
breeders ;  at  $1  each  in  any  quantity.  200  good,  big,  husky  snappy  breed- 
ing cockerels,  March  hatched  and  with  quality  hard  to  beat,  at  $2  each. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  with  eveiy  sale  Address, 


H.  H.  AUDLEY, 


Box  661, 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 
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FARM -POULTRY 


December 


I500  Hen  Hatched,  Farm  Raised 

Barred  Plymoutli  Rocks 
Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

The  home  of  Ivanhoe,  (pronounced  the 
best  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel 
of  the  season  ),  also  of  "Worcester  XIV, 
the  best  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  cockerel 
ever  produced.  Our  customers  stay 
with  us.  We  can  please  you  in  win- 
ners, breeders  of  fine  utility  stock. 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS 

Box  666,  WALTHAM,  MASS. 


One;  Gallon  Oil 


Heat  Underneatli 

DUPLEX  Central 
Heatinz  Plant 


Biggeit  Hatchet 

X-Ray  Automatic 
Trip  re  filiates  the 


i'hcMa^celS^lITk^s  Incubator  ^ea.  exactly 


takes 

up  proper  amount  ot 
moisture  from  X-Ray 
Generator,  is  orrieti  to 
all  pans  oi  hatching 
chamber  unifurnily.  No 
cold  sides  or  corners. 
Put  a  gallon  ol  oil  in 
X-Ray  tank,  litrht 
lampandforget.  Only 
1  filling  of  tank  re- 
quired for  entirehalch 


Send  Inr  free  X-Ray 
book  No. 23  ,  X-Ray 
Incubators  and  Brooders 
shipped  to  practically  all 
points  express  prepaid. 

The  X-Ray 
Incubator  Co. 

Dept.  23 
Des  MolneSt  Iowa 


One  Filling 


Rid-of-Rafs 


The  Big-  Boston  Show 

The  Boston  Show  premium  list  of  over 
one  hundred  pages  will  be  in  the  mail 
December  1st.  The  regular  and  special 
prizes  amount  to  several  thousands  of 
dollars.  The  usual  handsome  challenge 
cups  will  be  up  for  competition  and  the 
beautiful  Houdiette  trophy  comes  up  for 
its  second  competition  for  best  cock,  hen, 
cockerel,  and  pullet  in  Silver  Wyandottes. 
The  club  meets  already  scheduled  for 
Boston  are: 

The  Waterfowl  Club  of  American,  The 
Massachusetts  State  Meet  of  the  Ameri- 
can flight  Brahma  Club,  The  Massachu- 
setts State  ^leet  of  the  American  Houdan 
Club,  The  N.  E.  Golden  Wyandotte  Club, 
The  Blue  Orpington  Club,  The  National 
American  Dominique  Club,  The  Ham- 
burg Fanciers'  Club,  The  N.  E.  Bantam 
Club,  The  N.  E.  Turkey  Club,  The  State 
Meet  of  the  International  Partridge  Rock 
Club,  The  American  Pigeon  Club,  The 
American  Jacobin  Club,  The  American 
Pigmy  Pouter  Association,  The  American 
Tumbler  Club,  The  Oriental  Frill  Club, 
The  Exhibition  Homer  Club,  The  Massa- 
chusetts Fur  Fanciers'  Association. 

Tempting  prizes  are  also  offered  in  the 
utility  division.  The  prizes  on  dressed 
poultry  are  $20,  §15,  and  $10  for  six 
birds,  and  for  eggs  $10,  $8,  and  .?5. 

Never  has  there  been  such  a  demand 
for  premium  lists  from  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and  the  big  show  promises  to  beat 
its  own  great  record.  Exhibitors  are  re- 
quested to  forward  entries  as  early  as  pos- 
sible so  that  the  office  will  not  be  swamped 
on  the  closing  day. 

W.  B.  Atheetox,  Sec'y. 


The  Only  Non-Poisonous 
Exterminator  of  Rats  and  Mice 

Perfectly  harmless  to  man,  bird  or  beast, 
but  quickly  and  sureW  destroys  the  RAT 
and  MOUSE  pest. 

Price  per  Box,  10c  all  over  the  U.  S. 
Per  Doz.  Boxes,  $1.00  east  of  Mi  ssissippi 
Per  Doz.  Boxes,  $1.20  west  of  Mississippi 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  back 

Ask  youi-  dealer,  or  send  us  his  name  with  price, 
and  we  will  liU  your  order 
promptly.  ^ 
Cataloii  of  Berg  Special-    ^  ^  ^v) 

ties  free  on  request.         mi  y 

BerqS  Beard  Mfo.  Co.,  Inc.   1 1        ^  XvV'l 
61  Fleet  PI.,  Brooklyn, N.Y.  »' 


I.  W.  BEAN 

<)ri;;iiiat<>r  of  the 

BEAN  STRAIN  Of  R.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds 

and  now  breediiij;  also 

"Tabasoo"  (owa  res)  strain  SIhgle  Combs 

344  Pond  St.,  South  Braintree,  Mass. 


Madison  Square  Garden 

Proposed  List  of  Judges  of  Poultry 
at  the  27th  Annual  Show,  Dec.  31, 
1915  — January  5,  1916 

Louis  Paul  Graham — Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks.  George  W.  Tracey  —  S.  C.  R.  I. 
Reds  and  Buckeyes.  Wallace  R.  Pierson 
— R.  C.  R.  I.  Reds.  George  W.  Dakin— 
White  Wyandottes.  F.  L.  Piatt  —  Light 
Brahmas,  Sussex  and  Dorkings.  Irving 
F.  Rice  —  White  Leghorns.  .1.  H.  Min- 
shall — Minorcas.  Dr.  A.  T.  Beckett  and 
W.  E.  Samson — Silver  Laced  Wyandottes. 
M.  L.  Chapman  —  Campines.  J.  C. 
Kriner  Waterfowl  and  Turkeys.  Len 
Rawnsley  —  Bufl'  and  Black  Orpingtons. 
Richard  Oke  —  White,  Blue,  Jubilee  and 
A.  O.  ^^  Orpingtons.  W.  G.  Minich  — 
Ilamburgs,  Polish,  and  Andalusians.  .1. 
(t.  Punderford  —  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Buff  Wyandottes,  and  Black  Leghorns. 
H.  B.  Hark — Partridge  Plymouth  Rocks, 


A  HIGH-GRADE 
TESTING  THERMOMETER 


WITH  A  COPY  OF  MY  NEW  BOOK 


"An  Analysis  of  Successful  Hatching  Practice" 


A  TESTING  THERMOMETER  as  accurate  as 
a  "  Physician's  Guaranteed,  "  but  of  a  type  easy  to 
read  and  available  for  use  in  hatching,  is  what  you 
have  been  looking  for.  Instrument  Makers  have 
widely  advertised  as  something  of  special  value 
their  regular  run  of  thermometers,  which  they 
make  i  n  a  wholesale  way  for  Incubator  Mfgrs,  and 
and  the  Supply  Trade.  I  have  had  sent  to  me  for 
testing,  thermometers  that  were  "Guaranteed 
Correct  within  the  needs  of  incubation,"  but  which 
were  off  2 '/2  egrees. 

Yet  an  accurate  thermometer  is  the  one  most 
essential  factor  in  incubation.  A  wrong  temper- 
ature will  make  all  the  other  good  features  of  an 
incubator  valueless.  Experienced  operators  cher- 
i.sh  their  old  and  tried  thermometers  as  they  do 
their  prize- winning  stock.  Get  a  trustworthy 
thermometer  and  improve  your  hatches. 

My  Autograph  Thermometer  is  guaranteed  ac- 
curate within  1-10  of  one  degree,  which  is  as  close 
as  the  average  eyesight  reads.  An  open  scale  and 
large  mercury  column  make  it  Easy  Reading.  -  a 
valuablefactor.  Tr>'  one  and  you  will  useno  other. 
Order  early  as  they  are  made  with  great  care  and 
the  output  is  limited 

PRICE  $1.00 

BOTH  TOOEIHER 

CHAS.  A 

BUFFALO  INCUBATOR  CO. 


I  wrote  INCUBATION  and  ITS  NATURAL 
LAWS  22  years  ago.  It  wasthefirst  authoritative 
treatise  on  the  subject,  and  for  many  years  the 
only  text  book,  but  it  is  now  out  of  print.  Instead 
of  rewriting  it  I  have  conchided  to  prepare  an 
"Analysisof  Successful  Hatching  Practice,  "  be- 
cause it  will  be  more  usefu  1  to  the  seasoned  oper- 
ator and  the  beginner  as  well.  This,  my  latest 
book,  is  now  ready  ;  and  i  n  addition  to  the  scien- 
tific treatment  of  incubator  operating  I  have  in- 
cluded many  little  tricks  of  experts. 

The  heat  treatment  is  gone  into  exhaustively, 
and  it  is  shown  why  this  is  the  most  important 
factor  in  incubation.  The  moisture  question  is 
also  covered  fully,  and  a  conprehensive  analysis 
of  the  effect  of  the  various  systems,  and  their  inti- 
mate relation  to  the  heat  treatment.  One  system 
is  given  for  which  certain  large  duck  breeders 
paid  $1,000.00  each  a  few  years  ago. 

It  i  sin  the  "Reason  Why  "that  this  booklet  will 
be  most  helpful.  When  you  know  why  you  arc 
following  a  certain  practice,  and  why  variations 
from  that  practice  produce  certain  effects,  you 
can  operate  intelligently  and  not  blindly.  This 
knowledge  will  save  you  much  perplexity,  and 
many  chicks. 

PRICE  50  CENTS 


POST  PAID,  Sl.OO 

CYPHERS,  President 
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Partridge  Cochins  and  Black  Wyandottes. 
H.  P.  Schwab  —  Columbian  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Buff  Leghorns  and  Langshans. 
J.  H.  Drevenstedt — Cornish,  Dominiques, 
Brown  Leghorns  and  Silver  Penciled  Wy- 
andottes. J.  F.  Van  Alstyne — Columbian 
and  Golden  Wyandottes.  W.  B.  Ather- 
ton  —  Houdans  and  Faverolles.  James 
Glasgow  —  Exhibition  and  Pit  (4ame, 
Game  and  ^lalay  Bantams,  Sumatras 
and  Malays.  George  L.  Young  —  Clean 
Leg  Bantams.  W.  H.  Congdon — Feather 
Leg  Bantams.  W.  M.  Anderson  —  An- 
conas.  Buttercups,  Lakenvelders  and 
Spanish.  T.  F.  Rigg  —  Cochins  (except 
Partridge  Cochins),  Greve  Cfeiirs,  La 
Fleche,  Red  Caps,  Sultans,  and  Frizzles. 
F.  W.  Rogers— Silver  Penciled  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Dark  Brahmas,  Partridge  Wyan- 
dottes, and  Silkies.  Geo.  M.  Burgott  — 
Silver  and  A.  0.  V.  Leghorns  and  Javas. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
.Tan. 
.Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


Poultry  Show  Dates 

(Contiiined  from  Pa«e  351) 
7—11.   Norwalk,  Ohio.   Chas.  O.  Jockson,  S'y. 
13—17.   Mt.  Carmel,  III.  L.  S.  Hochran,  Sec'y 
13—18.   Indianapolis,  Ind.   G.  Ci.  Ott,  Sec'y. 
20—25.   Plainvllle,  Ind.   O.  M.  Heldt,  Sec'y. 
27— Jan.  1.   Caldwell,  Kans.   L.  A.  Perry,  S'y. 
3—7.    Madison,  Wis.    J.  G.  Halpln,  Sec'y. 
3—8.   Cleveland,  O.   Dr.  A.  H.  Llndhorst,  S'y. 
10—14.   Indianapolis,  Ind.   C.  H.  Milhous,  S'y. 
10—15.   Kansas  City,  Mo.   E.  L.  Noyes,  Sec'y. 
13—19.   Chicago,  111.   D.  E.  Hale.  Sec'y. 
17—22.   Decaturm,  111.   H.  B.  Lowe,  Sec'y. 
17—22.   Denver,  Colo.   W.  S.  Schunan,  Mgr. 
24—29.   Eaton,  Ohio.    Ora  Overholser,  Sec'y 
24—30.   Elkhart,  Ind.   W.  E.  Brunlng,  Sec'y. 


To  Our  Sympathetic  Friends 

Handicapped  as  we  both  have  been  and 
obliged  to  conserve  our  strength  as  much 
as  possible  to  assist  recovery,  it  has  not 
yet  been  possible  for  the  editor  and  his 
son  to  reply  by  mail  to  the  many  letters 
of  sympathy  that  have  been  received 
from  readers  of  this  paper  since  the  issue 
reporting  our  injuries  was  mailed. 

We  hope  soon  to  make  acknowledg- 
ment of  each.  Meantime  we  thank  our 
friends  collectively,  and  take  pleasure  in 
reporting  that  the  damaged  members  are 
mending  as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected 
from  the  nature  of  the  injuries. 


N.  V 


Chickens  is  Chickens." 


Conditions  are  such  that,  to  paraphrase 
a  familiar  saying,  poultrymen  will  find, 
later  on,  from  the  viewpoint  of  profit,  that 
"Chickens  is  Chickens."  This  season  you 
want  your  incubator  to  hatch  strong,  lusty 
little  fellows,  your  brooder  to  properly 
protect  them  during  the  critical  stage,  so 
that,  eventually,  they  will  grow  into  vig- 
orous and  healthy  birds,  the  only  kind 
that  spell  profit.  This  desirable  program 
is  seriously  jeopardized,  however,  by  the 
use  of  an  inferior  oil  in  the  incubator  and 
brooder  lamp.  There  is  no  gainsaying 
the  fact  that  a  cheap  product  is  a  constant 
menace  to  success  by  the  generating  of 
fumes  that  mean  droopy,  devitalized  birds 
—  birds  that  at  the  very  beginning  are 
badly  handicapped  and  rarely  reach  the 
maximum  of  their  profit  producing  capa- 
bilities. Commonwealth  Safety  Oil,  the 
kind  that  poultrymen  now  recognize  as 
the  only  oil  that  "v7/  not  crcn  char  the 
ifick  during  the  twenty-one  days  of  the 
hatch,  is  your  greatest  safeguard  in  arti- 
ficial incubating  and  brooding  operations. 
No  need,  then,  to  worry  about  crusted 
wicks,  consequent  fumes,  and  bothersome 
trimming.  Commonwealth  Safety  Oil, 
manufactured  by  .lenney  jNIfg.  Co. ,  S  India 
St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  eliminates  these,  as 
leading  poultrymen  and  ))ouUry  supply 
houses  everywhere  will  assure  you.  It 
has  no  equal  as  an  oil  for  house  lighting 
purposes,  a  fact  which  has  been  recog- 
nized for  years.  The  cheaper  oils  have 
their  field,  which  is  to  destroy  lice  and 
mites  on  roosts  and  all  interior  woothvork 
of  hen  houses  by  the  spraying  or  paint- 
ing proce.=s.  The  .lenney  people  can  also 
supply  yon  with  a  brand  of  that  kind 
which  is  of  proven  efiectiveues,  at  a  nom- 
inal price  per  gallon. 


Winning  Made  Easy 

Are  you  bring  out  all  the  quality  that  your  blr<i8 
have?  It  Is  not  only  necessary  for  birds  to  be  cJe.nn 
but  they  must  be  fitted  and  trimmed  to  the  minute 
to  win.  By  sending  to  rac  to  wash  and  fit,  the  very 
last  flulshlDR  touches  will  be  put  on.  Twenty  years 
experlenee  In  snowing  Is  yours  with  every  bird  sent 
me.  Am  open  to  a  few  more  judging  engagements. 
Arthur  G.  Dnston,  Fraiuiuehain,  Mass. 
The  breeder  who  has  made  possible  the 
World's  best  flock  of  While  Wyandottes. 


Classified  Advertisements 

Rate  :   15  cents  a  line.    No  ad.  less 
than  two  lines 

The  best  way  for  the  small  advertiser 
to  keep  always  before  the  public  is  to 
advertise  regularly  in  this  department 

Yearly  Cash  in  Advance  Orders 

Two   lines,  one  .year,  12  times,  $3.00 
Three    "      "      "      "      "  4.!)U 
Four      ■'      "      "      "      "  6.00 
Etc.,  etc.  For  each  additional  line  $1.50  per  year 

START  YOUR  AD.  NOW 

It  does  not  pay  to  hold  back  the  small 
ad.  until  trade  begins.  Many  readers 
are  considering  now  where  they  will 
buy  a  few  months  later. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


B 


UI'"F  ROCKS  only;  a  few  nice  cockerels  rea- 
sonable. Noyes,  L.  Box  273,  New  London,  Ct. 


PEDIGKEIED  Barred  Kock  cockerels  $3  to  JIO. 
Falrflelds  Farms,  Sliort  Falls,  N.  H.  12 

PILGKrni  Barred  Rocks  "have  the  lay  bred  In." 
Cockerels  from  200-250  egg  hens. 
Pilgrim  Poultry  Pens,  Orr's  Island,  Maine.  12 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

STOWE  FARM  S.  C.  Reds  have  large  size,  rich 
even  color,  great  laying  qualities  and  are  not 
over  frequent  sitters.   Show  birds  a  specialty. 

F.  D.  E.  Stowe,  Brattleboro,  Vermont.  12 

PIPER'S  Rhode  Island  Reds—  240  egg  strain; 
both  combs;  known  the  world  over  19  years. 
Stock  for  sale,  Sl. 50  up.  Fall  and  winter  eggs  fur 
hatching.      Bay  View  Farm,  North  Hiven,  Me.  12 

BOSE  COMB  REDS-great  laying  strain;  fine 
cockerels,  cocks,  pullets,  hens,  $1  each  up. 
Circular  free.       Albert  Dally,  Frankfort,  Ohio.  12 


s, 


C.  RED  COCKERELS.  *2  50  and  each. 

Barnard  D.  Shaw,  Wilmington,  Vt.  1 


KED  REDS  —  Cockerels  from  a  R.  C.  "I.  W. 
Bean  "  male  mated  to  our  best  females.  Prices 
right;  birds  right.  Satisfaction  guaranteed;  4  firsts 
Cambridge,  1915.    B.  M.  Ciould,  West  Rupert,  Vt.  12 


WYANDOTTES. 


BOSTON  WINNING  Buff  Wyandottes.  Can  I 
help  you  to  winners  or  breeders?  Sewell  Clr. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  324  South  Road,  Holden,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCKERELS- 
March  hatched,  farm  raised,  good  stock,  $3 
each.   D.  K.  Ingrabam,  Tel.  47-W,  Dedham,  Mass.  1 

LEGHORNS. 

~\roUNG- FERRIS  STRAINS  Single  Comb 
1  White  Leghorn  hens,  cocks,  and  cockerels 
must  be  sold  to  make  room  for  growing  stock. 
Several  hundred  hens  i  this  year's  breeders  and  tine 
birds  I  Sl.OO  each;  $80  per  100.  Cocks  and  cockerels, 
$1.00  to  $5.00  each. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.   t  f 


s 


C.  BUFF  Leghorns;  best  quality;  low  prices. 
•  Satisfaction  guar.   C.  I.  Davis,  Watervllle,  Me. 


EACH  — S.  C.  W.  tEGHORNS.  pulleto 
«lPJ-  and  yearlings,  cocks  and  cockerels.  Will 
ship  anywhere.   Send  for  booklet. 

Woodworth  Farm,  Wilton,  Conn,  tf 


s 


C.  WHITE  LEGHORN  cockerels;  April 
•    hatched,  farm  raised,  good  stock,  $2  each. 

D.  K.  Ingraham,  Tel.  47-W,  Dedham,  Mass.  1 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 


MY    LIGHT   BRAHMAS  have  been  bred 
years  solely  for  eggs  and  market  poultry. 
Healthy,  farm  raised,  hen  hatched  cockerels  $3  each, 
.loseph  Mason,  Newton  Upper  Falls,  Mass.  12 

MINORCAS. 


BLACK  Minorca  eggs,  $3  per  elttlng;  cockerels. 
R.  Story,  187  ArUugton  Av.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,  12-2 

LANGSHANS. 


WHITE  LANGSHANS  FOR  S.4LE.  Clear- 
ing out  all  Whites;  some  winners  at  Boston, 
Buffalo,  etc.  Write  for  prices.  My  Blacks  this  year 
are  winning  everywhere.  Remember  Rohlnson's 
Langshans.  J.  F.  Robinson, 

Main  .Street.  South  Woymoutli.  Mass.  tf 


F 


TWO  OR  MORE  VARIETIES. 

OR  SALE  —  White  Leghorn  and  Wyandotte 
cockerels.   Cyphers  200-egg  strain,  $2  each. 

R.  F.  D.  Bo.\  28,  Shrewsbury,  Mass.  12 


DUCKS. 


W 


HITE  INDIAN  BUNNEB  DUCKS. 

P.  A.  Davis.  R  2,  Newton,  N.  H .  1 1 


PHEASANTS. 


I  .VIOIING."   a  practical 

booklet  on  i>lie:isant  rearing,  |)OHtpald  50c. 
Circular,  all  necessary  pheasant  requirements,  free. 
Simpson's  Phea.sant  Farm.  Corvallla.  Oregon. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


NEWTOWN  COLONY  BROODER.  smaU 
size.  »15.   A.  L.  Anderson,  Windham,  N.  H.  12 


PRINTING. 


NYTHING  from  small  tags  to  large  catalogs. 
L.  First  class  work.   Reasonable  prices. 
The  Everett  Print,  53  Cornhlll,  Boston.  Mass. 


When  Writing  Advertisers  Please 
Mention  Farm-Poultry 
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Cyphers  Company's  Great 
Year  Book  Now  Ready 


1916 


An  annual  event  for  which  poultrymen 
regularly  wait  before  completing  their 
plans  for  the  new  year's  work  with  poul- 
try is  the  arrival  of  Cyphers  Incubator 
Company's  Annual  Year  Book  or  Cata- 
logue. We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce now  that  the  Year  I5ook  for  191(1 
is  ready  for  mailing.  The  title  of  this 
big  illustrated  volume  of  172  pages,  '14 
X  10  inches  in  size,  is  "The  Profits  in 
Poultry  Keeping." 

This  Year  Book  describes  a  complete 
high  grade  line  of  incubators,  brooders, 
laboratory  products,  poultry  foods  and 


^he  Profits  in 
Poultry  Keeping 
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CYPH  ERS 
INCUBATOR  COMPANY 

BU  FFALO  N  V   US  A 


supplies,  and  all  will  be  pleased  to  note 
the  very  favorable  prices  quoted.  This 
year  there  are  some  particularly  interest- 
ing announcements  that  every  poultry 
raiser  will  want  to  read. 

The  Cyphers  Company  has  always 
stood  four  square  on  the  subject  of  high 
quality  of  material  and  workmanship, 
and  it  demands  the  highest  possible  prac- 
tical value  in  a'l  that  it  oH'ers  for  sale. 
The  Standard  Cyphers  Incubator  holds 
an  enviai)le  place  in  the  esteem  of  poul- 
trymen the  world  over,  and  we  are  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  two  new  low  priced  in- 
cubator models  —  the  Columbia  hot  air 
and  the  Superior  hot  water  —  introduced 
last  year,  have  met  wRh  an  enthusiastic 
welcome. 

The  annual  open  letter  from  President 
Grant  INI  Curtis,  always  inspiring,  help- 
ful, and  pace-making  in  its  tone,  is  relied 
upon  by  thousands  of  poultrymen  as  a 
careful  and  conservative,  but  always  op- 
timistic analysis  of  the  year's  prospects 
in  the  poultry  world. 

The  Cyphers  Company's  Service  De- 
partment, fully  described  in  the  Year 
Book,  is  maintained  solely  to  give  prac- 
tical advice  and  assistance  to  poultry 
raisers — not  only  Cyphers  customers,  but 
everyone  who  needs  help  in  making  a 
success  with  poultry.  There  is  a  "  Per- 
sonal i-etter  Service,"  capably  manned, 
which  answers  inquiries  directly  by  let- 
ter, and  there  is  no  question  about  the 
fact  that  it  has  proved  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  thousands  who  have  had  special 
problems  or  difficulties  to  meet. 

When  writing  for  this  book  please 
mention  Fak.m  -  Poi  ltrv.  Address  Cy- 
phers Incubator  Co.,  Dept.  Ti-W,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ;  Buffalo,  X.  Y. ;  New  York 
City,  X.  Y. ;  Chicago,  111. ;  Kansas  City, 
Mo. ;  Dallas,  Tex. ;  or  Oakland,  Cal. 


Pratt  Experiment  Station  Birds 
Make  Big  Winnings 

The  fall  fair  season  is  over  and  the 
winter  poultry  shows  are  starting.  It 
may  be  a  bit  early  to  indulge  in  forecasts, 
but  if  the  size  and  <|uality  of  the  poultry 
exhibitions  held  this  fall,  the  attendance 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  public,  may  be 
considered  a  good  indication,  next  season 
is  bound  to  be  a  sure  enough  big  year  in 
the  poultry  industry. 

The  Pratt  Food  Company  of  Philadel- 
phia has  continued  to  follow  its  usual 
custom,  and  has  entered  nice  strings  of 
birds  at  the  early  shows.  These  speci- 
mens were  all  bred  and  reared  at  the 
Pratt  Poultry  Experiment  Station,  Mor- 
ton, Pa.,  at  which  institution  much  re- 
search work  is  being  conducted  in  the 
interest  of  this  concern  and  its  thous- 
ands of  ('ustomers. 

At  AUentown,  Ilagerstown,  and  West 
Chester,  the  Pratt  birds  won  many  rib- 
bons, and  at  the  Potts ville  Poultry  Show, 
November  ii  —  l:!,  they  were  awarded  i-M 
first,  •_'()  second,  and  (1  third  prizes,  be- 
sides 1'-'  specials. 

Two  utility  pens— fowls  of  the  desired 
laying  type — were  also  entered.  A  White 
Wyandotte  pen  won  first  and  a  White 
l^eghorn  pen  second,  ('uriously  enough 
the  winning  Wyandotte  pen  laid  the 
most  eggs  during  the  show,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  Leghorns.  Both  pens  dis- 
tanced their  nearest  competitors  and 
thereby  won  two  more  special  prizes. 

The  great  success  achieved  by  the  Pratt 
Poultry  Experiment  Station  in  producing 
both  bred-to-show  and  bred-to-lay  stock 
is  little  short  of  remarkable.  The  experts 
connected  with  this  station  are  glad  to 
help  poultrymen  solve  their  vexing  prob- 
lems, and  make  no  charge  for  assistance 
rendered.  Any  earnest  poultry  keeper 
who  desires  personal  assistance  and  ad- 
vice may  secure  same  free  by  addressing 
Service  Department,  Pratt  Food  Co., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Test  Your  Thermometers 

We  call  the  attention  of  readers  to  the 
special  offer  of  a  high  grade  testing  ther- 
mometer with  a  copy  of  Chas.  A.  Cyph- 
ers new  book,  "  An  Analysis  of  Success- 
ful Hatching  Practice,"  made  in  the 
advertisement  of  the  Buffalo  Incubator 
Co.,  on  page  254.  Correct  thermometers 
are  absolutely  necessary  in  artificial  incu- 
bating and  brooding.  Any  inaccurate 
thermometer  leads  the  operator  astray. 
Mr.  Cyphers  discussions  of  matters  relat- 
ing to  artificial  hatching  are  always  well 
worth  reading  and  careful  study.  The 
writer  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Cyphers  when  he  was  just  beginning  to 
build  incubators,  and  has  been  indebted 
to  him  for  much  valuable  information 
relative  to  this  line  of  work.  Hence  we 
feel  sure  that  his  newest  book  will  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  students  of  poultry 
problems. 


Trafford  Has  a  Great  Imagination 

Henry  TraflTord,  editor  of  Poultry  Suc- 
(•('.«,  has  just  discovered  the  word  "new" 
in  the  headlines  of  Scratchings,  and  com- 
ments upon  it  as  follows:  "This  prob- 
ably means  that  Mr.  Robinson  has  very 
recently  fallen  into  the  practice  of  chang- 
ing the  litter.  This,  to  our  way  of  think- 
ing, is  a  wise  plan.  AVonder  why  he  has 
not  done  this  before.  We  can  now  easily 
understand  how  he  got  disgusted  and  out 
of  sorts  in  wading  through  the  old  litter. 


Publishers'  Statement. 

Statement  of  the  ownership,  management,  etc.,  of  Far.m-Poii.tkv,  published 
monthly  at  Boston,  Mass.,  required  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  August  21,  1!)12: 
EuiToK  —  John  H.  Robinson,  Reading,  Mass. 
M.\NAOi.\(i  Fditok  —  John  H.  Robinson,  Heading,  Mass. 
Br.sixEs.s  MA.\A(iEK  — John  IJ.  Robinson,  Reailing,  Ma.ss. 
PuBMSHERs  —  Farm-Poultry  Publishing  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
OwxKR  —  John  H.  Robinson,  Reading,  ^la.ss. 

I  Helen  L.  Boynton,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 
Known  bondholders,  etc.  j  Leonce  B.  Moody,  Watertown,  Mass. 

(  Trustees  under  the  will  of  Frederic  (  i.  Boynton. 

(SIGNED)       I.sAHEr.  B.  Roiiinso.v,  President  Farm-Poultry  Publishing  Co. 
Sworn  to  and  Hub^^cribed  l)efore  me  this  isth  day  of  October,  191.5. 

[SHAL]  Wm.  N.  Wii.i.is,  Notary  Pui)lic, 

'reading,  Mass. 

(My  commission  expires  July  li,  I'.il'.i) 


$4.   BUYS   A    PERFECT  INCUBATOR 

CYCLE  HATCHER  COMPLETE  $4  00    HATCHER  AND  BROODER  COMPLETE  $5.00 

Durinpr  the  rush  season  we  add  400  new  machines  to  our  hatchery  each  year 
and  use  them  two  or  three  hatches  Every  time  we  run  a  'CYCLE"  it  pays 
UB  $125.  When  run  twice  the  profits  are  .$2  50  on  each  machine  This  is  why 
we  can  sell  them  at  reduced  prices,  and  it  gives  customers  a  tested  incubator 
and  the  profits  it  has  made.  The  'CYCLE  "  was  the  only  machine  that  pro- 
duced a  100%  hatch  in  a  large  incubator  contest,  Our  catalogue.  "Poultry 
Profits."  tells  all  about  this  and  many  new  discoveries  ot  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  poultry  keepers.    Send  postal  and  get  free  copy 

CYCLE  HATCHER  COMPANY  ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Robinson  recently  took  charge  of  a 
poultry  farm  and  probably  discovered 
very  soon  that  a  change  of  litter  was  a 
necessity  once  in  a  while." 

'Tis  too  bad  to  spoil  such  a  brilliant 
effort  of  the  imagination  and  the  unrea- 
soning powers,  but  the  simple  fact  is 
that  the  "  new  "  was  inserted  last  Janu- 
ary, six  months  before  the  lieginning  of 
my  connection  with  TO-P  Farm.  And 
the  simple  and  only  reason  for  using  it 
was  that  when  we  changed  to  single  col- 
umn heaiUines  the  old  heading  did  not 
make  up  well  and  the  additional  word 
was  put  in  because  it  was  the  only  one  I 
could  think  of  at  the  moment  that  was 
appropriate  and  the  desired  length. 


There  has  been  no  change  whatever  in 
the  practice  of  dealing  with  the  litter  of 
our  exchange  table.  To  be  perfectly 
truthful,  the  "table"  does  not  exist.  The 
exchanges  I  look  over  as  they  come  in 
and  dispose  of  according  to  what  I  find 
of  interest  in  them,  either  on  my  desk  or 
in  a  rack.  Most  of  them  I  never  look  at 
again,  but,  as  a  rule,  I  keep  all  papers 
for  several  month  in  case  there  should  be 
occasion  to  refer  to  them.  What  dis- 
gusts me  in  wading  through  them  is  the 
sort  of  stud' of  wliich  Mr.  Tratlord's  com- 
ment is  a  sample. 


Why  don't  you  get  up  a  Farm-Poiu.trv 
club  of  five  in  your  neighborhood'.' 


ONE  PRICE  TO  ALL 


FARM -POULTRY 

ONE  YEAR  25  CENTS 
FIVE  YEARS  TO  ONE  ADDRESS  $  1 .00 
ONE  YEAR  TO  FIVE  ADDRESSES  I.OO 

IN  CANADA,  40  CENTS  A  YEAR;  THREE  YEARS,  $  I  .OO 
IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES,  50  CENTS  A  YEAR 


We  have  never  cut  prices  on  the  "everybody's  doing  it"  principle, 
but  since  as  a  result  of  that  practice,  a  general  selling  price  of 
monthly  poultry  papers  has  been  made  by  our  competitors,  we  adopt 
that  as  our  regular  price,  matching  the  zig-zag  cut  that  discriminates 
against  your  best  patrons  with  a  horizontal  cut  that  makes  the  price 
the  same  to  all. 


A  Popular  Subscription  Campaign 

Although  the  above  announcement  of  price  and  terms  was  first  made  only 
a  month  ago,  the  returns  already  show  that  poultry  keepers  approve  the 
policy  of  one  price  to  all,  that  many  subscribers  prefer  to  take  out  five  year 
subscriptions,  and  that  many  are  disposed  to  do  missionary  work  among 
their  friends  and  neighbors  by  getting  a  club  of  five  or  more  subscribers. 
For  the  assistance  of  those  forming  such  clubs  we  give  here 

A  Few  Facts  About  Farm-Poultry 

FA RM= POULTRY  is  published  for  three  classes  of  readers: 

(a)  For  all  people  interested  in  poultry  in  New  England  and  adja- 

cent territory. 

(b)  For  those  everywhere  who  want  to  be  kept  posted  on  develop- 
ments in  poultry  culture  in  this  area,  which  is  the  most  ad- 
vanced poultry  section  in  the  world. 

(c)  For  students  of  poultry  matters  who  want  competent  criticism  of 

all  matters  of  general  interest  in  poultry  culture. 

FARM=POULTRY  is  pre-eminently  the  organ  of  stable  and  permanent 
poultry  interests.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  poultry  papers  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  a  longer  record  of  uninterrupted  pre.stige  and  influence 
than  any  other  poultry  paper.  ( )ne  of  its  long  time  advertisers  said 
of  it  recently:    "  Fariii-Poullry  ii  an  institution." 

FARM=POULTRV  is  the  only  paper  in  New  England  devoted  wholly  to 
poultry  interests  and  to  all  interests  of  poultry  keepers. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  "  n  ponltryman' x  paper  for  poultry  kee]>ers."  Its  editor 
was  a  skilled  poultry  man  and  breeder  before  he  engaged  in  poultry 
journalism,  has  always  kept  poultry  enough  to  keep  his  hand  in,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged  on  one  of  the  largest  commer- 
cial plants  in  New  England. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  the  only  poultry  paper  published  that  is  edited  as  a 
journal  giving  technical  information  should  be,  suppressing  matter  of 
no  importance  or  value  and  keeping  its  readers  advised  of  the  merits 
of  every  matter  worth  their  attention. 

Let  Us  Get  Together! 

We  welcome  support  from  everywhere,  but  we  want  most  of  all  the  united 
support  of  poultry  interests  in  our  home  territory.  We  need  this,  and  poul- 
try interests  here  need  to  co-operate  to  secure  from  their  home  paper  the 
lie.-^t  that  it  can  do  for  them. 

Make  P.  O.  Orders  and  Checks  Payable  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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CLEAR  CASE  OF  UTILITY- 
PHOBIA 

IN  AN  interesting  article  on  ' '  Tliat 
Word  'Utility,'"  in  the  American 
Poultry  IVorlil  for  November,  W.  C. 
Denny  tells  us  that,  "  Properly  speaking, 
the  word  utility,  as  applied  to  poultry  at 
the  present  time,  refers  to  that  class  of 
poultry  that  is  discarded  as  culls  by  the 
fancier."  Hesaya:  "  The  word,  as  first 
applied  to  poultry,  was  used  by  breeders 
of  standard  fowl  who  wished  to  dispose  of 
their  culls.  *  *  *  The  term  is  an  ad- 
vertising term  pure  and  simple,  and  has 
been  ridden  hard  and  fast  by  poultrymen 
because  it  appealed  and  helped  them  to 
dispose  of  birds  that  they  could  not  and 
should  not  use  for  breeding  purposes." 

I  tliink  that  Mr.  Denny  would  find  it 
rather  diflicult  to  establish  it  as  a  fact 
that  the  word  utility,  as  applied  to  poul- 
try, first  came  into  use  in  the  way  he 
states.  Pelieve  me,  it  would  be  some  job 
to  prove  that.  Also,  exception  may  rea- 
sonably be  taken  to  the  opinion  that  the 
proper  meaning  of  the  term,  as  applied 
to  poultry,  is  the  meaning  in  which  it  is 
misused  for  advertising  purposes.  The 
fact  that  it  was  so  misused  suggests  that 
the  term  was  in  use  before  the  fanciers 
began  to  trade  on  ic.  Not  that  all,  or 
nearly  all,  breeders  who  sold  culls  as 
utility  stock  have  misrepresented  their 
stock  or  misused  the  term.  Many  breed- 
ers of  exhibition  poultry  are  just  as  care- 
ful that  the  stock  they  sell  as  utility  stock 
shall  be  satisfactory  for  the  purpose  of  the 
buyer  as  that  the  stock  they  sell  for  exhi- 
bition and  breeding  shall  fill  the  specifica- 
tions. A  breeder  who  will  over-reach  his 
customer  on  utility  slock  will  probably  do 
the  same  thing  when  selling  fancy  stock. 

Neither  the  proper  nor  the  technical 
meaning  of  a  term  like  this  is  determined 
by  the  way  a  limited  class  use  it.  The 
general  common  understanding  of  utility 
poultry  is  that  it  is  poultry  kept  for  and 
especially  adajited  to  the  })roduction  of 
eggs- and  meat.  The  fact  that  some  fan- 
ciers put  culls  of  no  particular  value  for 
any  purpose  iu  the  same  class  with  their 
culls  for  fancy  that  were  suitable  for  util- 
ity purposes,  and  worked  them  all  oil'  as 
utility  stock  does  not  make  them  utility 
stock.  The  breeders  of  standard  stock 
who  did  this  did  not  thus  determine  the 
"proper"  use  of  the  word  utility,  but 
they  did  seriously  damage  the  reputation 
of  standard  fowls  as  utility  fowls. 

As  I  read  through  Mr.  Denny's  article, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  word  utility  has 
the  same  eflect  upon  him  that  the  word 
fancy  has  upon  some  good  men  and  good 
poultrymen  of  my  acquaintance  who  "see 
red"  the  moment  anyone  says  fancy. 
Says  he:  "The  egg  laying  contests  have 
rendered  a  valuable  service  to  the  poultry 
industry,  and  we  believe  that  the  lime  is 
approaching  when  only  standard  breeds 
and  varieties  will  be  admitted,  that  each 
pen  will  be  required  to  score  a  certain 
number  of  points  bf  pro\ided  in  the 
American  Standard  of  Perfection.  A\'hen 
this  time  comes  it  will  sound  the  death 
knell  of  so-called  utility  flocks."  And 
farther  on:  "There should  be  no  so-called 
utility  poultry  without  standard  poultry." 

The  only  way  that  I  can  imagine  of 
bringing  about  what  Mr.  Denny  desires 
is  to  make  all  standard  stock  unciuestion- 
ably  good  utility  stock.  AVliether  it  will 
then  be  possible  to  get  rid  of  the  word 
utility  seems  to  me  doubtful. 

Mr.  Denny  carries  his  antagonism  to 
the  utility  idea  so  far  that  he  would  like 
to  prohibit  the  shows  otlering  prizes  for 
utility  classes,  lie  foresees  dire  calamity 
to  the  poultry  industry  if  this  is  allowed 
to  go  on.  Says  he:  "There  are  many 
evils  that  contribute  to  keep  this  utility 
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bugaboo  in  the  limelight,  and  one  of  the 
most  vicious  of  these  is  the  practice  of 
several  show  managements  in  making 
separate  classes  and  soliciting  the  entry 
of  this  so-called  utility  poultry.  The 
practice  not  only  lends  encouragement  to 
this  misnomer  branch  of  poultry  raising, 
but  by  fostering  it  will  eventually  result 
in  a  breach  in  our  poultry  industry,  whose 
pre.sent  and  prosperous  state  can  be  at- 
tributed to  the  standard  bred  interests 
and  nothing  else."  An  exception  seems 
to  be  made  in  favor  of  the  utility  classes 
at  Boston,  which,  it  is  admitted,  are 
tending  to  emphassze  the  fact  that  stand- 
ard types  (some  of  them)  are  good  utility 
types,  help  to  correct  misapprehensions. 

J'ersonally,  I  am  not  able  to  get  into 
the  state  of  mind  in  which  1  could  fully 
sympathize  with  Mr.  Denny's  attitude, 
and  endorse  his  views  as  to  the  relation 
of  standard  bred  interests  to  the  industry. 
I  know  of  no  good  reason  why  the  man- 
agers of  shows  should  not  provide  classes 
for  and  encourage  entries  of  fowls  of  any 
kind,  class,  or  grade  that  is  of  real  inter- 
est to  any  class  of  poultry  keepers.  What 
seems  to  me  desirable  is  not  that  the 
devotees  of  the  "  standards  "  should  ex- 
terminate those  whose  interest  take  a 
different  form,  but  that  all  should  get  to- 
gether. It  is  the  extremists  in  various 
directions  that  prevent  this. 


RELATION  OF  PRICE  TO 
QUALITY 

THE  Chicago  Dairy  Produce  notes  edi- 
torially that  certain  ^lichigan  store 
keepers  have  announced  an  inten- 
tion  to   buy   eggs   from   farmers  "on 
grade,"  or  at  different  prices  according 
to  quality.    The  distinction  made,  ac- 
cording to  this  announcement,  is  that 
"  strictly  fresh"  eggs  of  good  size  are  to 
be  taken  under  present  conditions  of 
marketing  at  2-5c.,  the  next  grade  at  22c., 
and   merchantable  stale  stock   at  20c. 
This,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  illustration  of 
the  entire  inadequacy  of  "  quality  buy- 
ing," as  generally  practiced  in  the  in- 
terior, to  produce  the  desired  results.  <>l' 
course  the  prices  paid  to  producers  for 
(lill'erent  (lualities  must  depend  upon  the 
method  of  classification,  and  the  closer 
the  grading  the  more  is  the  real  difference 
in  value.    But  if  eggs  are  candled  in  the 
country  on  the  same  basis  as  they  are 
candled  for  retail  distribution  here,  the 
difference  in  prices  fairly  payable  at  pri- 
mary points  would  be  very  much  greater 
—  so  great,  in  fact,  as  to  demonstrate  to 
producers  the  profit  in  prompt  marketing 
and  the  loPS  in  holding  fresh  eggs  under 
the  more  or  less  unfavorable  environment 
generally  met  with  on  the  farms.    At  this 
writing  uniformly  new  laid  western  eggs 
of  good  size,  clean  and  well  packed  are 
worth  at  least  -IDc.  a  dozen  on  this  mar- 
ket, and  Michigan  store  keepers  could 
afford  to  pay  far  more  than  25c.  for  such 
eggs  if  they  are  selected  with  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  necessary  quality 
recjuirements;  probably  they  could  pay 
as  much  as  :!:!c.,  or  perhaps  :!4c.  For 
badly  shrunken,  weak  bodied  eggs  they 
should  not  pay  over  perhaps  ISc.  to  get 
any  profit  on  sales  at  current  values  of 
this  class  of  stock  here,  and  they  might 
pay  an  intermediate  price  for  more  or 
less  .shrunken   stock  of  good  body.  If 
those  who  buy  eggs  from  farmers  at  this 
season  would  make  such  a  fiillerence  in 
their  paying  prices  as  this —  a  difference 
actually  justified  i)y  selling  values  in  the 
eastern  markets  —  it  i.s  quite  certain  that 
farmers  would  "  sit  up  and  take  notice." 
Why  should  anyone  start  a  "i|Uality  pay- 
tnent "  system  t)y  making  a  ilillerence  of 
")c.  a  dozen  in  the  dillerent  grades  when 
there  is  an  actual  ditference  of,  say,  17c. 
in  final  selling  value? — Nev)  York  Product! 
Revicrr. 


COMMONWEALTH 

SAFETY  OIL 


[DOUBLE  REFINED] 


HAS  NO  EQUAL  FOR  FOR 

Incubators,  Brooders, 

House  Lamps  and  Kerosene  Stoves 
OUR  CUSTOMERS  ALL  SAY  SO 


WRITE    FOR  PRICES 

TRY  IT.         PROVE  IT. 

JENNEY  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

8  INDIA  STREET,  146  MILK  STREET, 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


Condition  always  counts  points  in  the  show  roona 

SPRATT'S  POULTRY  FOOD  No.  3 

Is  the  best  conditioning  food  on  the  market 

Write  for  sample  and  send  10c.  for  "  Poultry  Culture." 

SPRATT'S  PATENT  LIIWiTED,  NEWARK,  N.  J., 


Order  Yours  Now 


FARM -POULTRY 

39  SUDBURY  STREET, 


The  .second  (corrected)  edition 
of  the  19 15  Standard  is  now  in 
press.  It  is  expected  that  de- 
liveries will  ])egin  this  month. 
It  is  not  like!}'  that  there  will 
be  much  dela}-.  Order  early 
and  get  your  cop}-  as  soon  as 
possible. 

This  Standard  Will  Be  In 
Effect  Eight  Years 

The  l)ook  30U  buy  now  will 
be  your  authorit}'  and  guide 
upon  matters  it  covers  until 
1923.  Kveryone  who  breeds 
or  exhibits  Standard  poultry 
needs  it,  and  everyone  inter- 
ested in  good  poultry  ought  to 
have  it. 

DP  I  or  Cloth  Bound  $2.00 
rnillL  Leather  Bound, 2.50 

PUBLISHING  CO., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


When  Writing  to  Advertisers  Mention  Farm-Poultry 


